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THE 

CURSE OF KEHAMA. 



XIII. 



THE RETREAT, 



Around her Father*s neck the Maiden lock'd 

Her arms, when that portentous blow was given ; 

Clinging to him she heard the dread uproar, 

Lnd felt the shuddering shock which ran through Heaven 

Earth underneath them rockM, 

Her strong foundations heavingin commotion, 

« Such as wild winds upraise in raving Ocean, 

As though the solid base were rent asunder 
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And lo ! where, storming the astonish'd sky, 

Kehama and his evil host ascend i 

Before them rolls the thunder. 

Ten thousand thousand lightnings round them fly, 

Upward the lengthening pageantries aspire. 
Leaving firom Earth to Heaven a widening wake of fire* 

DHien the wild uproar was at length allayM, 

And Earth, recovering from the shock, was still. 

Thus to her father spake the imploiing Maid* 

Oh ! by the love which we so long have borne 

Eadi other, and we ne'er shall cease to bear, • • 

Ob ! by the suferings we have shar'd, 

And must not cease to share^ • • 

One boon I supplicate in this dread hour, 

One consolation in this hour of woe ! 

Thou hast it in thy power^ refuse not thou 

The only comfort now 

That my poor heart can know. 

O dearesti dearest Kailyal 1 withatt&ile 
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Of tenderness and sorrovr, he repliedf 
O best beloT'df and to be lor'd the best 
Best worthy, •• set thy duteous heart at rest. 
I know thy wish^ snd let what will betide^ 

Ne^er will I leave thee wilfully agein. 

My soul is strebgthen'd to endure its pain; 

Be thou, in all my wanderings, still my guide; 

Be thou, in all my Bufferings, at my dde. 

The Maiden, at those welcome words, imprest 

A passionate kiss upon her fiuher's cheek i 

They look'd around them, then, as if to seek 

Wh^re they should turn, North, Sottth,or Eaittor West^ 

Whetever to their vagrant ftet seemed best. 

But, turning from the view her moumftd eyes. 

Oh, whtther should we wander, Kailyd criesy 

Or wherefore seek in vain ji place of rest i 

Have we not here the Earth beneath our tread^ 

Heaven Overhead, 
A hnck that winds through this sequestered glade^ 
And yonder woods, to yield us fruit and shade I 
'. Tlie little all out wants require ia i3i{J\% 
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Hope we have none, • • why travel on in fear ? 
We cannot fly from Fate^ and Fate will find us here. 

'Twas a fair scene wherein they stood, 

A green and dunny glade amid the wood. 

And in the midst an aged Banian grew. 

It was a goodly sight to see 

That venerable tree. 

For o'er the lawn, irregularly spread, 

Fifiy straight columns propt its Idfly head i 

And many a long depending shoot, 

Seeking to strike its root. 

Straight like a plummet, grew towards the ground* 

Some on the lower boughs, which crost their way. 

Fixing their bearded fibres, round and round. 

With many a ring and wild contortion wound ; 

Some to the passing wind at times, with sway 

Of gentle motion swung. 

Others of younger growth, unmovM, were hung 

Like stone«drops from the cavern's fretted height 

Beneath was smooth and fair to sight. 
Nor weeds nor briars deformM the natural floor 
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And through the leafy cope which bower'd it o'er 
•Came gleams of checquered light* 
So like a temple did it seem, that there 
^ A pious heart's first impulse would be prayer. 

A brooky with easy current, murmured near ; 

Water so cool and dear 
The peasants drink *not from the humble wellt 

Whi6h they with sacrifice of rural pride, 
. Have wedded to the cocoa-grove beside ; 
Nor tanks of costliest masonry dispense 
To those in towns who dweU, 
. The work of Kings, in their beneficence. 
Fed by perpetual springs, a small lagoon. 
Pellucid, deep, and still, in alence join'd 
And swelled the passing stream. Like burnished steel 
Glowing, it lay beneath the eye of noon ; 
And when the breezes, in their play. 
Ruffled the darkening surface, then, with gleam 
Of ftudd^n light, around the lotus stem 
It rippled, and the sacred flowers that crown 
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The lakelet with their roseate beauty, ride. 

In gentlest waving racked, frcwii side to side, 

And as the wind upheaves 

Their broad and buoyant weight, the glossy leaves 

Flap on the twinkling waters, up and down. 

• ■ ■ » 

They built them here a bower, of jointed cane. 

Strong for the needfiil use, and light and long 

Was the slight frame-work rear'd, with little pain ; 

Lithe creepers, then, the wicker-sides supply. 

And the tall jungle-grass fit roofing gave 

Beneath that genial sky. 

And here did Kailyal, each returning day. 

Pour fortJi lUyations from the brook, to pay 

The Spirits <^ her Sires their grateful rite ; 

In such libations pour'd in open glades. 

Beside clear streams and solitary shades, 

IBoSt Spirits of the virtuous dead delight. 

And duly here, to Marriataly's praise. 

The Maid, as with an Angel's voice of song. 
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PduPd ber melodioas layi 

Upcm the igale* of even. 

And gliding in religious dance along,' 

MoT^d, grftcefiil as the dark-eyed Nymphs of HeaTen, 

Siich harmony to ail har steps was given. 

lliikif ever, in her Father's doting eyo» 

Kailya] performed the costomary rite; 

He, patient of his burning pain the while, 

Behdd her, and approved her pious toil; 

And sometimes, at the sight, 

A melancholy smile 

Would gleam upon his awful countenance* 

He, too, by dgy and night, and every hour. 

Paid to a higher Power his sacrifice ; 

An offering, not of ghee« or firuit, or rice. 

Flower-crown, or blood ; but of a heart subdued^ 

A resolute, unconquer'd fortitude. 

An agony represt, a will resigned. 

To her, who, on her secret throne reclin'd. 

Amid the milky Sea, by Veeshnoo's side. 
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Looks with an eye of mercy on mankind. 

By the Preserver, with his power endued, 
Theire Voomdavee beholds this lower clime, 
And marks the silent sufferings of the good, 
Tq recQmpeiiise tl^e^i i^ her ow^ good time. 

O force of &ith ! O strength of virtuous will i 

Behold hipi, in his endless martyrdom, 

Triumphant still ! 

The Curse still burning in his heart and brain, 

And yet doth he remain 

Patient the while, and tranquil, and content ! 

The pious soul hath framed unto itself 

A second nature, to exist in pain 

As in its own allotted element. 

Such strength the will revealed had given 

This holy pair, such influxes of gra,ce. 

That to their solitary relating place 

They brought the peace of Heaven. 

Yea all around was hallowed ! Danger, Fear, 

Nor thought of evil ever entjered here. 
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A charm was on the Leopard when he came 

Within the circle of that mystic glade ; 

Submiss he crouch'd be&re the heavenly Maid, 

And offered to her touch his speckled side ; 

Or with arch'd back erect, and bending head. 

And eyes half-clos'd for pleasure, would he stand, 

Courting the pressure of her gentle handt 

Trampling his path through wood and brake. 

And canes which crackling fall before his way. 

And tassel-^ass, whose silvery feathers play. 

Overtopping the young trees, 

On comes the £lephant, to slake 

His thirst at noon in yon pellucid springs. 

Lo ! from his trunk upturned, aloft he flings 

The grateful shower ; and now 

Plucking the broad-leav'd bough 

Of yonder plane, with waving motion slow^ 

Fanning the languid air. 

He moves it to and fro. 

But when that form of beauty meets his sight. 
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The trunk its undulating motion stops. 

From his forgetful hold the plane-branch drops, 

Reverent he kneels, and lifts his rational eyes 

To her as if in prayer ; 

And when she pours her angel voice in song, 

Entranced he listens to the thrilling notes. 

Till his strong temples, l^th*d with sudden dews, 

Their fragrance of delight and love difiuse* 

, Lo ! as the voice melodious floats around. 

The Antelope draws near. 
The Tygress leaves her toothless cubs to hear. 
The Snake comes gliding from the secret brake, 
' Himself in fascination forced along 
By that enchanting song ; 
The antic Monkies, whose wild gambols late. 
When not a breeze wav'd the tall jungle grass. 
Shook the whole wood, are hushed, and silently 
Hang on the clustered trees. 
All things in wonder and delight are still ; 
Only at times the Nightingale is heard, 
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Not that in emulouB skOl that sweetest bird 

Her rival strain would try, 

A migh^ songster, with the Maid to vie ; 

She only bore her part in powerful sympathy. 

Wen might they thus adore that heavenly Maid f 
For never Nymph of Mountain, 
Or Grove, or Lake, or Fountain, 
With a diviner presence fill'd the shade. 
No idle ornaments de&ce 
Her natural grace. 
Musk-spot, nor sandal-streak, nor scarlet stab, 
Ear>drop nor chain, nor arm nor ankle-ring. 
Nor trinketry on fhmt, or neck, or breast. 
Marring the perfect form : she seem'd a thing 
Of Heaven's prime uncorrupted work, a child 
Of early Nature undefil'd, 
A daughter of the years of innocence* 
And tfaerefiyre all things lov'd her. When she stood 
Beside the glassy pool, the fish, that flies 
Quick as an arrow from all other eyes, 
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Hovered to gaze on her. The mother bird. 

When Kailyal's step she heard. 

Sought not to tempt her from her secret nest. 

But, hastening to the dear retreat, would fly 

To meet and welcome her benignant eye. 

Hope we have none, said Kailyal to her Sire. 
Said she aright i and had the Mortal Maid 

No thoughts of heavenly aid, . • 

No secret hopes her inmost heart to move 

With longings pf such deep and pure desire. 

As vestal Maids, whose piety is love. 

Feel in their extasies, when rapt above, 

Their souls unto their heavenly Spouse aspire ? 

Why else so oflen doth that searching eye 

Roam through the scope of sky ? 

Why, if she sees a distant speck on high. 

Starts there that quick suSiision to her cheek ? 

'Tis but the Eagle, in his heavenly height ; 

Reluctant to believe, she hears his cry, 

And marks his wheeling flight, 
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Then languidly averts her mournful sight. 

Why ever else^ at mom, that wakmg s^gh. 

Because the lovely form no more is nigh 

Which hath been present to her soul all night ; 

And that injurious fear 

Which ever, as it riseth, is represt. 

Yet riseth still within li\er ttoubled breast, 

That she np more shall see the Glendoveer ! 

Hath he forgotten me i The wrongful thought 

Would stir within her, and, though still repell'd 

With shame and self-reproaches^ would recur. 

Days after days unvarying come and go,^ 

And neither friend nor foe 

Approaches them in their sequestered bower. 

Maid of strange destiny ! but think not thou 

Thou art forgotten now. 
And hast no cause for farther hope or fear. 
•High-fated Maid, thou dost not know 
What eye^ watch over thee for weal and woe t 

Even at this hour. 
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Searching the dark decrees divine, 

Kehama, in the fuhiess of his power. 

Perceives his thread of fate entwin'd with thine. 

The Olendoveer, from his &r sphere, 

With love that never sleeps, beholds thee here. 

And, in the hour permitted, will be near. 

Dark Lorrinite on thee hath fix'd her sight. 

And laid her wiles, to aid 

Foul Arvalan when he shall next appear ; 

For well she ween'd his Spirit would renew 

Old vengeance now, with unremitting hate ; 

The Enchantress well that evil nature knew. 

The accursed Spirit hath his prey in view. 

And thus, while all their separate hopes pursue. 

All work, unconsciously, ^the will ef Fate. 

Fate work'd its own the while. A band 

Of Yoguees, as they roam'd the land 

Seeking a spouse for Jaga-Naut their God, 

Strayed to this soUtary glade. 
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And reached the bower wherein the Maid abode. 

Wondering at form so fair, they deemed the Power 

Divine had led them to his chosen bride. 

And seized and bore her from her Father's side. 



xnr. 



JAGA-NAUT. 



Joy in the City of great Jaga->Naut ! 

Joy in the seven-headed Idol's shrine ! 

A virgin-bride his ministers have brought, 

A mortal maid, in form and &ce divine. 

Peerless among all daughters of mankind ; 

Scarch'd they the world again from East to West^ 

In endless quest. 

Seeking the fairest and the best, 

No maid so lovely might they hope to find ; • . 

For she hath breath'd celestial air. 

And heavenly food hath been her fare 
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And heavenly thoughto and feelings give her face 

That heavenly grace. 

Joy in the City of great Jaga-Naut, 

Joy in the seven-headed IdoPs shrine 1 

The &ire8t Maid his Yoguees sought, 

A fisurer than the fairest have they brought, 

A maid of charms surpassing human thought, 

A maid divine. 

# 

Now bring ye forth the Chariot of the God ! 

Bring him abroad. 

That through the swarming City he may ride ; 

And by his side 

Place ye the Maid of more than mortal grace, 

The Maid of perfect form and. heavenly face I 

Set her alofi in triumph, lil^e a bride 

Upon the bridal car. 

And spread the joyful tidings wide and far, . • 

Spread it with trump and voice 

That all may hear, and all who hear rejoice, • • 

The Mighty One hath found his mate ! the Gqd 

Will ride abroad ! 
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To-ti^ht will h^go forth from his abode 1 
Ye myriads who adore him, 
I^irepare ihe wqr liiefbfe him I' 

^ U^^rear'd oh twenty wheels elate, 

HttgesBM Ship, thie bridal car appeared; 

Lottdf creak itsponderous wheels, is ihfdugh the gate 

A thoosand Bramiia drag the enormous load. 

There, thron'd aloft in state, 

The Image of the seven-headed God 

Came forth from his abode; and at his side 

Sate Kailyal like a bride; 

A bridal statue rather niiffht she seem. 

For she regarded all things like a dream. 

Having ixo thought, nor fear, nor will, nor aught 

Save hopettnd faith, that liv'd within her stilL 

O silent Night, how have they startled thee 

With the brazen trumpet's blare ! 

And thou, O Moon! whose quiet light serene 

lilleth wide heaven, and bathing hill and wood. 
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S^veads o'er the peaeefU raDey like a flood. 

How have they dimmM thee with the torches' glare. 

Which round yon movmg pageant flame and flare. 

As the wild rout, widi deafening song and shout. 

Fling their long flashes out. 

That, like infernal lightnii^, fire the air. 

A thousand pilgrims strain 

Ann, shoulder, breieist and thigh, with might and main. 

To drag that sacred wain. 

And s<»rce can draw along the enormous load. 

Frone fidl the frantic votaries in its road. 

And, calling on the God, 

Their self-devoted bodies there they lay 

To pave his chariot-way. 

On Jaga-Naut they call. 

The ponderous Car rolls on, and crushes alL 

Through blood and bones it ploughs its dreadful path. 

Grroans rise unheard ; the dying cry. 

And death and agony 

Are trodden under foot by yon mad throng, 
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Who follow clo8e, and thrust the deadly wheels along. 

Pale grows the Maid at this accursed sight; 
The yells which round her rise 
Have rous'd her with afiiight, 
, And fear hath given to her dilated eyes 

A wilder light 

Where shalltfaoseeyesbetum'd? sheknows not where! 

Downward they dare not look, for there 

Is death and horror, and despair; 

Npfcan her patient looks to Heaven repair^ 

For the huge Idol ovet her, in air. 

Spreads his seven hideous heads, and wide 

Extends their snaky necks on every side ; 

And aU around, behind^ before, 

The bridal Car, is the raging rout. 

With frantic shout, and deafening roar. 

Tossing the torches' flames about. 

And the double double peals of the drum are there. 

And the startling burst of the trumpet's blare ; 
And the gongi that seems, with its thunders dread. 
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To stun the IhriDg, and waken the dead. 

The ear-striogs throb as if they were broke, 

And the ejre^^lids drop at the weight of its stroke. 

Fain Would th? Maid have kept them fast. 

But <^n they start at the crack of the blitf t. 

Where art thou. Son of Heaven, Ereenia ! where 

In this dread hour of horror and despair ? 

Thinking on him, she strove her fear to quell. 

If he be near me, then will all be well ; 

And, if he reck not for my misery. 

Let come the worst, it matters not to me. 

Repel that wrongful thought, 

O Maid ! thou feelest, but believ'st it not ; 

It is thine own iitaperfect nature's fault 

That lets one doubt of him arise within. 

And this the Virgin knew ; and, like a sin. 

Repelled the thought, and still belicv'd him true; 

And summoned up her spirit to endure ^ 

All forms of fear, in that firm trust secure* 
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She needs that fidth, she needs that consolation. 

For now the Car hath measured back its track 

Of death, and hath re-entered now its station. 

There, in the Temple-court, with song and dance, 

A harlot-band* to meet the Maid, advance. 
The drum hath ceased its peals ; the trump and gong 
Are still; the frantic crowd forbear their yells ; 
And sweet it was to hear the voice of song, 
And the sweet music of their girdle-bells. 
Armlets and anklets, that, with chearfiil sound, 
Symphonioqs tinkled as they wheePd around. 
They sung a bridal measure, 
A song of pleasurie, 
A bynm of joyaunce and of gratulation. * 
GrOf chosen One, they cried. 
Go, happy bride ! 
Forthee the God descends in expectation; 
For thy dear sake 
He leaves his heaven, O Maid of matchless charms* 
Qo» hqppy One, the bed divine partake. 
And fill his longing arms t 
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Thus to the inner fane, 
With circling dance and hymeneal strain. 

The astonish'd Maid they led. 

And there they laid her on the bridal bed. 

Then forth they went, and clos'd the Temple«gate, 

And left the wretched Kailyal to her fate. 

Where art thou. Son of Heaven, Ereenia, where ? 

From the loathed bed she starts, and in the air 

Looks up, as if she thought to fiuad him there I 

Then, in deq[>air, 

Anpi'f^ and agony, and hopeless prayer, 

Prostrate she laid herself upon the floor. 

There, trembling as she lay, 

The Bramin of the &ne advanced 

And came to seize the prey. 

But as the Priest drew nig^ 

A power invisible opposed his way ; 

Starting^ he uttered wildly a death-cry, 

And felL At that the Maid all eager^ 

Lifted in hope her head ; 
8 
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She thought her own deliverer hail been near ; 
When lo ! with other life re«animatey 

She saw the dead arise. 

And in the fiendidi joy within his eyes. 

She knew the hateful Spirit who look'd through 

Their specular orbs, • . doth'd in the flesh of man 

She knew the accursed soul of Arvalan* 

But not in vain, with the sudden shriek of fear. 

She calls Ereenia now ; the Glendoveer 

Is here I Upon the guilty sight he burst 

Like lightning from a cloud, and caught the accurst. 

Bore him to the roof aloft, and on the floor 

With vengeance dash'd him, quivering there in gore* 

Lo ! from the pregnant air, • • heart-withering sight 1 

There issued forth the dreadful Lorrinite. 

Seize him ! the Enchantress cried ; 

A host of Demons at her word appeal. 

And like tornado winds, from every jside- 

At once, they rush upon the Glendoveer* 

Alone against a legion, little here 



Avaib hiB single might. 
Nor that celestial faulchion, which in fight 

So oft had put the rebel race to flight. 
There are no Gods on earth to give him aid; 
lemmMroundyheisoverpowerMybeatdownyandbomid, 
And at the feet of Lorrinite is laid. 

Meantime the scattered members of the slain. 

Obedient to her mighty voice, asswn'd 

Their vital form again. 

And that foul Spirit, upon vengeance bent. 

Fled to the fleshly tenement 

Lo I here, quoth Lorrinite, thou sieest thy foe I 

' Him in the Ancient Sepulchres, helow 

The billows of the Ocean, will I lay ; 

Gods are there none to help him now, and there 

For Mm there is no way. 

To diat dread scene of durance and despair, 

Asuras, bear your enemy ! I go 

To chain him in Hm Tombs. Meantime do thou. 

Freed from thy foe^ and now secure from fear, 

VOL. IX. B 
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Son of Kehamai take thy pleiisure here. 

Her words the accursed race obey'd ; 

Forth wkh a Sound like rushmg winds they fled. 

And of all aid from Earth or Heaven bereft, 

Alone with Arvalan the Maid Was Idt, 

But in that hour of agony^ the Maid 

Deserted not herself; her very dread' 

Had calm'd her ; and her heart 

Knew the. whole horror, and its only part. 

Yamen, receive me undefil'd ! shesaid^^ 

And seisBrA a torch, and fir'd the bridal bed. 

Up'raa the rapid flames ; on every side 

Thqr find their fu^l wheresoever they spread. 

Thin hangings, fh^rant gums, and odorous wood, 

That pil'd like^crificial altars stood. ' 

Around they run, and upward they aspire, 

Andy lo ! the huge Pagoda lin'd with fire/ 

Th0 wicked Soul, who had' JissumM again 
. A form of sensible flesh, for bis fold will. 



8M bent on tee Te^renge, and baffleft atHl^ 

Felt that •oofpdreal shape alika to pain 

Oimoxiotur as to pleafore : forth he fleiTy 

Ho^irihig and scorched by die. devouiingflane ; 

Accursed Spirit ! still condemned to rue. 

The act of sin and punishment the same. 

Freed from his loathsome touch, a natural dread 

Came on the self-devoted, and she drew 

Back from the flames, which now toward her spread. 

And, like a living monster, seem'd to dart 

Their hungry tongues toward their shrinking prey. 

Soon she subdued her heart ; 

O Father ! she exdaim'd, there was no way 

But this ! and thou, Ereenia, who for me 

Stifferest, my soul shall bear thee company. 

So having said, she knit 

Her body up to work her soul's desire. 

And rush at once amid the thickest fire. . 

A sudden cry withheld her, . . Kailyal, stay ! 

Child ! Daughter ! I am here ! the voice exclaims. 
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Aiidfiromthegate,unhann'd,t]irough8mokeandflame8 
like as a God, Ladurlad made his way; 
Wrapt his preserving arms around, and bore 
His Child, miinjur'd, o'er the bummg floor.' 



XV. 



THE CITY OF BALY. 



Kailyaj» 
Ereenia! 

Ladurlad. 

Nay, let no reproachful thought 

Wrong his heroic heart ! The Evil Powers 

Have the dominion o'er this wretched World, 

And no good Spirit now can venture here* 

Kailtal. 
Alasy my Father ! he hath ventured here. 



80 THE CUBSE OF KEHAMA* XV. 

And sav'd me from one horror. But the Powers 

Of Evil beat him down, and bore away 

To some dread scene of durance and despair. 

The Ancient Tombs, methought their Mistress said, 

Beneath the ocean-w^ves : no way for Man 

Is there; and Gods, she boasted, there are none 

On Earth to help him now. 

Ladurlad. 

Is that her boast ? 

And hath she laid htm in the Ancient Tombs, 

Relying that the Wa.ves will guard him there i 

Short-sighted are the eyes of Wickedness, 

And all its craft but folly. O, my child ! 

The Curses of die Wicked are upon me, 

Aiid the imnkortd Deities, who see 

And suffer idl diings for their own wise end, 

Have made them blessings to us ! 

Kailyal. 
Then thou knowest 
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Where they have borne him i 

Ladurlad. 

To the Sepulchres 

Of the Ancient Kings, which Baly, in his power. 

Made in primeval times ; and built above them 

A City, like the Cities of the Gods, 

Being like a God himself. For mai&y an age 

Hath Ocean warr'd against his Palaces, 
Till overwhelmed, ihey lie beneath the waves. 

Not overthrown, so well the Mighty One 

Had laid their deep foundations. Rightly said 

The Accursed, that no way for Man was there. 

But not like Man am I ! 

Up from the ground the Maid extdtant sprung. 

And clapped her happy hands, in attitude 

Of thanks, to Heaven, and flung 

Her {ums around her Father's neck, and stood 

Struggling awhile for utterance, with excess 

Of hope and pious thankfulness. 

Come • • come ! she cried, O let us not delay, « • 
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He it in torments there, • • away ! • • away ! 

Long time they travelled on ; at dawn of day. 

Still settmg forward with the earliest lights 

Nor ceasing from their way 

Till darkness dos'd the night. 

Short refuge from the noontide heal. 

Reluctantly compell'di the Maiden took'; 

And m her indcfetigable feet 

Could that brief respite brook. 

Hope kept her up, and her intense desire 

Supports that heart which ne'er at danger quails^ 

Those feet which never tire,. 

That frame which never fails. 

Their talk was of the City of the days 

Of old,' Earth's wonder once; and of the fame 

^ Of Baly its great founder, • • he whose name 

• In ancient story, and in^oet's praise^ 

Liveth and flourisheth for endless glory 

Because his might 
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Pat down the wrong, and aye upheld the right* 

Till for ambition, as old sagea tell, 

The mighty Monarch fell : 

For he too, havmg made the World his own. 

Then, in his pride, had driven 

. The Devetas from Heaven, 

And seiz'd trimnphantly the Swerga throne. 

The Incarnate came before the Mighty One« 

In dwarfish stature, and in mien obscure ; 

- The sacred cord he bote. 

And ask'd, for Brama's sake, a little boon. 

Three stqps of Baly's ample reign, no more* 

Poor was the boon requir'd, and poor was he 

Who be^d, . • a little wretch it seem'd to be ; 

But Baly ne'er refus'd a suppliant's prayer. 

A glance of pi^, in contemptuous mood, 

He on the Dwarf cast down. 

And bade him take the boon. 

And measure where he would.1 

Lo, Son of giant birth. 
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I take my grant I the Incarnate Fdwer fej^ies. 

With his first step he measnr'd o'er the £arth| 

The second spumed the skies. 

Three paces thoa hast granted. 

Twice have I set my footstep^ Yeeshnoo cries^ 

Where shall the third be planted i 

Then Baly knew the God, and at his feet, 
In homage dae, he laid his humbled head. 
Mighty art thou, O Lord of Earth and Heaven, 
Mighty art thou ! he said. 
Be merdfiil^ and let me'be fiurgiven.. 
He ask*d lor mercy of the mercifuU 
And mercy for his virtue's sake was s)iown# 
For thqu^h he was cast.down to Padaloi^ 
. Yet there, by Yamepi^s throne. 
Doth Baly nt in majeisty and m%ht. 
To judge the dead, and sentence them aright. 
And forasmuch as he was still the friend ^ 
Of righteousness, it is permitted him. 
Yearly, from those drear regions to ascend 
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And walk the Earth, that he may hear his name 

Still hymn'd and honoured, by the grateful voice 

Of humankind^ and in his &me rejoice* 

Sach was the talk they held upon their way. 

Of him to whose old City they were bound ; 

And noW| upon their journey, many a day . 

Had risen and clos'd, and many, a week gone round. 

And many a fealm and region had they past. 

When now the. Abieient Towers appeared at last. 

Their golden summits, in the noon-day light, 

Shone o'er the' dark green deep that roU'd between; 

For domei^ and pinnacles, jmd. spires we're seen' 

Peering above the sea, • • a mournful sight ! 

Well inight the sad beholder ween from thence 

What works of Wonder the devouring wave 

Had swallowed there, when monuments so brave 

Bore jrecord of their old magnificence. 

And on the sandy shore, beside the verge 

Of Ocean, here and there, a rock-hewn fane 

Besisted in its strength the surf and surge 

8 
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That on their deep foundatioDS beat in vain. 

In solitude the Ancient Temples stood, 

Once resonant with instrument and song, 

And solemn dance of festive multitude ; 

Now as the weary ages pass along. 

Hearing no voice save of the Ocean flood, 

Which roars for ever on the restless shores ; 

Or, visiting their solitary caves. 
The lonely sound of Windflb that moan around 
' Accordant to the melancholy waves. 

With reverence did the travellers see 

The works of ancient days, and silently 

Approach the shore. Now on the yellow sand> 

Where round their feet the rising surges part. 

They stand. Ladurlad's heart 

Exulted in his wonderous destiny. 

To Heaven he raised his hand 

lu attitude of stern heroic pride; 

Oh what a power, he cried. 

Thou dreadful Rajah, doth thy Curse impart I 



XV. . tHE CITT OF BALT. S7 



I thank theenow ! • , Then turning to the 

Thou aee^st how fiir and wide 

Yon Towers extend, he said, 

.My search must needs be long. Meantime the flood 

Will cast thee up thy food, • • 

And in the Chambers of the Rock by night. 

Take thou thy safe abode. 

No prowling beast to harm thee, or affiright. 

Can enter there ; but wrap thyself with dare 

• From the foul Bird obscene that thirsts for blood ; 

For in such caverns doth the Bat delight 

To have its haunts. Do thou with stone and shout. 

Ere thou liest down at evening, scare them out. 

And in this robe of mine involve thy feet. 
J)uly commend us both to Heaven in prayer,, 
Be of good heart, and let thy sleep be sweet. 

So saying, he put back his arm, and gave 
The cloth which girt his loins, and prest her hand 
With fervent love, then from the sand 
. Advanced into the sea : the coming Wave,, 
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Which knew Kehama's Curse, before his way 

Started, and on he went as on dry land, 

And still around his path the waters parted. 

She stands upon the shore, where sea-weeds play 

Lashing her polishM ankles, and the spray 

Which off her Father, like a rainbow, fled. 

Falls on her like a shower ; there KaQyal stands, 

And sees the billows rise Aave hii» head. 

She, at the startling sight, forgot the power 

The Curse had given him, and held for^ her hands 

Imploringly, . . • her ▼oice was on the wind. 

And the deaf Ocean o'er Ladotted clos'd. 

Soon she recalled his destiny to mind. 

And shaking off that natural fear,, compos'd 

Her soul with prayer, to wait the event resigned* 

Alone, upon the solitaiy strand. 

The lovely one is left ; 1)ehold her go. 

Pacing with patient footsteps, to and fro. 

Along the bending sand. 

Save her, ye Gods! from Evil Powers, and here 

From Man she need not fear ; 
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For never TraYeller comes near 

These awfid ruins of the days of yore^ 

Nor fidier's bark^ nor venturous mariner. 

Approach the sacred shore. 

An day she walked the beach, at night she sought 

The Chamber of the Rock; with stone and shout 

Assail'd the Bats obscene, and scar'd them out ; 

Then in her Father's robe involved her feet. 

And wrapt her mantle round to guard her head. 

And hud her down : the rock was Kailyal's bed^ 

Her chamber-hunps were in the starry sky. 

The winds and waters were her luUaby. 

Be of good heart, and let thy sleep be sweet, 

Ladurladsaid,«.Alasl that cannot be 

To one whose days are days of misery. 

How often did she stretch her hands to greet 

Ereenia, rescued in the dreams of night ! 

How oft amid the vision of delight. 
Fear in her heart all is not as it seems ; . 
Then from unsettled slumber start, and hew 
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The Winds that moan above, the Waves below! 

Thou hast been call'd, O Sleep ! the fiiend of Woe, 

But 'tis the happy who have caU'd thee so. 

Another day, another night are gone, 
A second passes, and a third wanes on. 

So long she paced the shore. 

So often on the beach she took her standj 

That the wild Sea^Birds knew her, and no more 

Fled, when she past beside them on the strand* 

Bright shine the golden summits in the light - 

Of the noon-sun, and lovelier far by night 

Their moonlight glories o'er the sea they shed : 

Fair is the dark-green deep ; by night and day 

Unvex'd with storms, the peaceful billows play. 

As when they clos'd upon Ladurlad's head: 

• The firmament above is bright and clear; 

The sea-fowl, lords of water, air, and land. 

Joyous alike upon the wing appear. 

Or when they ride the waves, or walk the sand ; 

Beauty and light and joy are every-where ^ 
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lliere is no sadness and no sorrow here. 

Save what that single human breast contains. 

But oh ! what hopes, and fears, and pains are there ( 

Seven nuserable days the expectant Maid, 

"From earliest dawn till evening, watch'd the shore ; 

Hope left her then; and in her heart she said, 

If ever should she behold her Father more^ 
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THE ANCIENT SEPULCHRES 



When the broad Ocean on Ladurlad's head 

Had clos'd and arch'd him o'er, 

With gteady tread he held his way 

Adown the sloping shore. 

The dark green waves, with emerald hue, 

Imbue the beams of day, 

And on the wrinkled sand below, 

{tolling their mazy network to and fro, • 

Light shadows shift and play. 

The hungry Shark, at scent of prey. 



XYI. THD ANCIEKT SEPULCHBES* 43 

Toward Ladurlad darted ; 

Beholding then that human form erect. 

How like a Grod the depths he trod, 

Appdl'd the monster started. 

And in his fear departed. 

Onward Ladurlad went with heart elatet 

And now hath reaoh'd the Ancient City's gate* 



Wondering, he stood awhile to gaze 

Upon the works of elder days. 

The brazen portals open stood, 

Sven as the fearful multitude 

Had left, them, when they fled 

Before the rising flood* 

High over-head, suUiiKie, 

The mighty gatewasr's storied roof was q>read, 

Dwarfing the puny piles of younger time. 

With the deeds of days of yore 

That ample roof was sculptured o'er. 

And many si godlike form there met bis eye^ 

And many an emblem dark <tf mysteiy • 
Through these wide portals oft had Baly rode 



i 
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Triumpluttt from his proud tbode. 

When, in his greatnefB, he bestrode 

The AuUaj, hugest of four-footed kind. 

The Aullay-Horse, Uwt in }ub force, 

With elqphantine trunk, could bind 

And lift the elephant, and on the wind 

Whirl him away, wkh sway and swing. 

Even like a pebble from the practised sling. . 

Those streets which never, since the days of yerCi 

By human footstep had been visited ; 

Those streets which never more 

A human foot shall tread, 

LadurladtnxL In sun-light, and sea-green. 

The thousand palaces were seen 

Of that proud city, whose superb abodes 

Seem*d reared by Giants for the immortal Gods. 

How silent and how beaudfol they stand. 

Like things of Nature ! the eternal rocks 

Themselves not firmer. Neither hath the sand 

Drifted within their gates, and choak'd their doonf, 
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iTor dime defilM their pavements and their floors. 

Did then the Ocean wage 

His war for love and envy, not in rage^ 

O thou fiur Ci1y» that he spares thee thus ?. 

Art thou Varounins' capitfd and courts 
Where all the Sea-Gods for delight resort^ 

A place too godlike to be held by uSf 

The poor degenerate children of the Earth I 

So thought Ladurlad, as he look'd around. 

Weening to hear the sound 

Of Mermaid's shell, and song 

Of choral throng from some imperial hall^ 

Wherein the Immortal Powers, at festival, 

Their high carousals keep. 

But all is silence dread, 

Silence profound and dead. 

The everlasting stillness of the Deep. 

: Through many a solitary street. 
And nlent market-place, and lonely square, 
Arm'd with the mighty Curse, behold him fare# 

r 
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And now his feet attain that royal fime 

Where Baly held of old his avfiil reign. 

What once had been the Garden q>read aroundi 

Fair Garden, onc» which wore perpetual green. 

Where allsweetflowers tlnroughallthe year werefoundi 

And all fair fruits were through all seasons seen ; 

A place of iParadise^ where each device 

Of eniuloiis An with Nature strove to Tie | 

And Nature, on her part^ 

Call'd forth new powers wherewith to vanquish Art 

The Swerga-God- himseli^ with envibus eye. 

Surveyed those peerkss gardens- in their priine; 

Nor ever did thd Lord. of Light, 
Who circles Earth lEuid Heaven upon his way, , 

Behold £pom eldest time a goodlier sight 
Than were the graves which 3aly, in* his mighti 
Made for his chosen place of solace and delight* 

It was a Garden still beyond: aH price. 
Even yet it was a placie of Paradise ; .\ 
For where th^ mighty Ocean could not spare; 
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There had he» with his own creation. 
Sought to repair his work of devastation. 
And here were coral bowers. 
And grots of madrepores, 
And banks of spungCi as soft and f^r to eye 
As e'er was mossy bed 
Whereon the Wood Nymphs lie 
Their languid limbs in summer's sultry hours* 
Here, too, were living flowers 
Which, like a biid compacted. 
Their purple cups contracted, 
And now in open blossom spread. 
Stretched like green aiders many a seeking head* 

And arborets of jomted stone were there, 

. And plants of fibres fine, as silkworm's thr^ ; 

Yeai, beautifiil as Mermaid's golden hair 

Upon the waves dispread : 

Others that, like the broad banana growings 

Rais'd their long wrinkled leaves' of purple hue^ 

Like streamers wide Out-flowing. 

And whatsoe'er the depths of Ocetm hide 
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From human eyes, Ladurlad there espied. 
Trees of the deep, and shrubs and fruits and flowers, 

As fair as oursi 

Wherewith the Sea-Nymphs love their locks to braidi . 

When to their father's hall, at festival 

Repairing, they, in emulous array. 

Their charms display^ 

To grace the banquet, and the solemn day^. 

• 

The golden fountains had not ceased to flow, 

And, where they mingled with the briny Sea, 

There was a sight of wonder and delight. 

To see the fish, like birds in air. 

Above Ladurl^ flying* 

Round those strange waters they repair. 

Their scarlet fines outspread and plying^ 

They float virith gentle hovering there ; 

And now upon those little wings. 

As if to dare forbidden things. 

With wilfiil purpose bent. 
Swift as an arrow firom a bow 
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They dash acroes, and to and fro. 

In rapid glance, like lightning go 

Through that unwonted element. 

Almost in scenes so wonderous fitir, 

Ladurlad had forgot 

The mighty cause which led him there ; 

His busy eye was every where, 

His mind had lost all thought ; 

His heart, surrendered to the joys 

Of sights was happy as a boy's. 

But soon the awakening thought recurs 

Of him who, in the Sepulchres, 

Hopeless of human aid, in chains is laid ; 

And her who, on the solitary shore. 

By night and day her weary watch will keep, 

Till she shall see them issuing from the deep. 

Now hath Ladurlad reach'd the Court 
Of the great Palace of the Kmg ; its floor 
Was of the marble rock ; and there before 

VOL. II. c 
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The imperial door, 

A migfaQr Image on the steps was seeiij 

Of statmre huge» of comitenance serene. 

A crown and sceptre at his feet w^re laid ; 

One hand a scroll displayed. 

The other pointed there, that all might see ; 

My name is Death, it said. 

In mercy have the Gods appointed me. 

Two brazen gates beneath him, night and day 

Stood open ; and within them you behold 

Descending steps, which in the living stone 

Were hewn, a spacious way 
Down to the Chambers of the Kings of old. 

Trembling withhope, the adventurous man descended. 

The sea-green light of day 

Not far along the vault extended ; 

But where the slant reflection ended. 

Another light was seen 

Of red and fiery hue, 

That with the water blended. 
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And gave the secrets of the Tombs to view. 

Deep in the marble rock, the Hall 
Of Death was hollowed out, a chamber wide, 

Low-rooPd, and long ; on either side. 

Each in his own alcove, and on his throne. 

The Kings of old were seated: in his hand 

Each held the sceptre of command. 

From whence, across that scene of endless night, 

A carbuncle difiused its everlasting light. 

So well had the embalmers done their part 

With spice and precious unguents, to imbue 

The perfect corpse, that each had still the hue 

Of living man, and every limb was still 

Supple and firm and full, as when of yore 

Its motion answered to the moving will. 

The robes of royalty which once they wore. 

Long since had mouldered off and left them bare : 

Naked upon their thrones behold them there. 

Statues of actual flesh, • • a fearful sight I 
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Their large and rayless eyes 

Dimly reflecting to that gem-bom light, 

Glaz'dy fix'd, and meaningless, • . .yet, open widei 

Their ghastly balls belied 

The mockery of life in all beside. 

But if, amid these Chambers drear. 

Death were a sight of shuddering and of fear, 

Life was a thing of stranger horror here. 

For at the further end, in yon alcove. 

Where Baly should have lam, had he obey'd 

Man's common lot, behold Sreenia laid. 

Strong fetters link him to the rotk i his eye 

Now rolls and widens^ as with effort vain 

He strives to break the chain. 
Now seems to brood upon his misery. 

Before him couch'd there lay 

One of the mighty monsters of the deep. 

Whom Lorrinite encountering on the way. 

There stationed, his perpetual guard to keep ; 

In the sport of wanton power, riie charm'd him there, 
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As if to mock the Glendoveer's despair. 

Upward his form was human^ save that here 

The skin was cover'd o'er with scale on scale 

Compact, a panoply of natural mail. 

His mouthy from ear to ear, 

Weapon'd with triple teeth, extended wide. 

And tusks on either side ; 

A double snake below, he rolled 

His supple length behind in many a sinuous fold. 

With red and kindling eye, the Beast beholds 

A living man draw nigh. 

And, rising on his folds. 

In hungry joy awaits the expected feast. 

His mouth half-open, and his teeth unsheath'd. 

Then on he sprung, and in his scaly arms 

Seized him, and fastened on his neck, to suck, • 

With greedy lips, the warm life-blood : and sure- 

But for the mighty power of magic charms. 

As easily as, in the blithesome hour 

Of spring, a child doth crop the meadow flower. 
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Piecemeal those claws 

Had rent their victim^ and those armed jaws . 

Snapt him in twain. Naked Ladwlad stood, 

Yet fearless and unharmed in this dread strifci 

So well Kehama's Curse had charmed his fated life* 

He too, • • . for anger, rising at the sight 

Of him he sought, in such strange thrall confined, 

With desperate courage fir'd Ladurlad's mind, • • • 

He, too, unto the fight himself addrest, 

And grappling breast to breast. 

With foot firm-planted stands. 

And seiz'd the monster's throat with both his hands. 

Vainly, with throttling grasp, he prest 

The impenetrable scales ; 

And lo ! the Guard rose up, and round his foe. 

With gliding motion, wreath'd his lengthening coils, 

Then tightened all &eir folds with stress and strain. 

Nought would ^he raging Tyger's strength avail 

If once involved within those mighty toils ; 

The arm'd Rhinoceros, so clasp'd, in vain 
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Had trusted to his hide of nigged mail. 

His bones all broken, and the breath of life 

Cfush'd from the lungs, in that unequal strife. 

Again, and yet again, he sou^t to break 

The impassive limbs; but when the Monster found 

His utmost power was vain, 

A 'moment he relaxed in every round. 

Then knit his coils^again with closer strain, 

And, bearing forward, forced him to the grouiid* 

Ereenia groan'd in anguish at the sight 
Of this dread fight : once more the Glendoveer 

Essay'd to break his bond«, and fear 

For that brave spirit who had sought him here. 

Stung him to wilder stragglings. From the rock 

He rais'd himself half up, with might and main 

Pluck'd at the adamantine hain; 

And now, with l<mg and unrelaxiag strain. 

In obstinate effort of indignant strength, 

IiabouFd and strove in vain ; 
Till his immortal sinews fail'd at length; 




56 THE CURSB OF KEHASCA. XVI. 

And jrieldingy with an inward groan, to bie. 
Despairingly, he let himself again 
Fall prostrate on his prison-bed of stone, ^ 
Body and chain alike with lifeless weight. 

Struggling they lay in mortal firay 
All day, while day was in our upper sphere, 

For light of day. 

And natural darkness never entered here ; 

An night, with unabated might. 

They waged the unremitting fight, 

A second day, a second night, 

M^th furious will they wrestled still- 

The third came on, the fourth is gQue; 

Another comes, another goes. 

And yet no respite, no repose ! 

But day and night, and night and day. 

Involved in mortal strife they lay ; 

Six days and nights have past away. 

And still they wage, with mutual rage, 

The unremitting fray* 
With mutual rage their war they wage. 
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But not with mutual will ; 

For when the seventh morning came, 

The monster's worn and wearied frame 

In this strange contest foils ; 

And weaker, weaker, every hour 

He yields beneath strong Nature's power. 

For now the Curse prevails. 

Sometimes the Beast sprung up to bear 

His foe aloft; and, trusting there 

To shake him from his hold. 

Relaxed the rings that wreath'd him round; 

But on his. throat Ladurlad hung 

And weigh'd him to the ground ; 

And if they sink, or if they float. 

Alike with stubborn clasp he clung, 

Tenacious of his grasp ; 

For well he knew with what a power. 

Exempt from Nature's laws. 

The Curse had arm'd him for this hour ; 

And in the monster's gasping jaws, 
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And in his hollow eye. 

Well could Ladurlad now descry 

The certain signs of victory. 

And now the Guard no more can keep 

His painful watch ; his eyes, oj^rest, 

Are famting for their natural sleep ; 

His living flesh and blood must rest, 

The Beast must deep or die. 

Then he, full faint and languidly, 

Unwreathes his rings and strives to fly. 

And still retreating,^ slowly trails 

His stiff and heavy length of scales* 

But that unweariable foe. 

With will relentless, follows still ; 

No breathing time, no pause of fight 

He gives, but presses on his flight ; 

Along the vaulted chambers, and4he ascent 

Up to the emerald-tinted light of day. 

He harasses his way. 

Till lifeless, underneath his grasp. 
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The tiuge SearMonster lay. 

That obstinate work is done ! Ladurlad cried. 

One labour yet remains ! 

^ And thoughtfully he eyed 

Ereenia's ponderous chains ; 

And with &int effort, half-despairing, tried 

The rivets deep in-driven. Instinctively, 

• As if in search of aid, he look'd around : 

Oh, then, how gladly, in the near alcove, 

Fallen on the ground its lifeless Lord beside. 

The crescent scjrmitar he spied, 

Whose cloudy blade, with potent spells imbued. 

Had lain so many an age unhurt in solitudo^ 

Joyfully springing there 

He seiz'd the weapon, and with eager stroke 

Hew'd at the chain ; the force was dealt in vain. 

For not as if through pelding air 

Past the descending sc3rmitar. 

Its deaden'd way the heavy water broke ; 
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Tet it bit deep. Again, with both his hands, 
He wields the blade, and dealt a surer blow. 

The baser metal jrields 

To that fine edge, and lo ! the Glendoveer 

Rises and snqps the half-sever'd links, and stands 

Freed from his Iwoken bands. 



xvn. 



BALY- 



This 18 the appointed nighty 

The night of joy and consecrated mirth. 

When, from his judgement-seat in Padalon, 

By Yamen's throne, 

Baly goes forth, that he may walk the Earth 

Unseen, and hear his name 

Still hymn'd and honoured by the grateftd voice 

Of humankind, and in his fiune rejoice* 
Therefore from door to door, and street to street. 

With wiUmg feet. 
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Shaking their firdbrands, the glad children run; 

Baly ! great Baly ! they acclaim, 

Where'er they run they bear the mighty name. 

Where'er they meet, 

Baly! great Baly ! still their dioral tongues repeat 

Therefore at every door the votive flame 

Through pendant lanthoms sheds its painted light. 

And rockets hissing upward through the sky. 

Fall like a shower of stars 

From Heaven's black canopy. 

Therefore, on yonder mountain's templed height, 

The brazen cauldron blazes through the night 

Huge as a Ship that travels the main sea 

Is that capacious brass; its wick as tall 

As is the mast of some great admiral. 

Ten thousand votaries bring 

Camphor and ghee to feed the sacred flame ; 

And while, through regions round, the nations se9 

Its fiery pillar curling high in heaven, 

Baly ! great Baly I they exclaim. 
For ever hallowed be his blessed name ! 
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Honour and praise to him for ever more be given ! 

Why art not thou among the festive throng, 

Baly, O Mighty One ! te hear thy fame i 

Still as of yore, with pageantry and song 

The glowing streets along, 

They celebrate thy name; 

Baly ! great Baly ! still 

The grateful habitants of Earth acclaim, 

Baly ! great Baly ! still 

The ringing walls and echoing towers proclaim. 

From yonder mountain the portentous flame 

Still blazes to the nations as before ; 
All thbgs appear to human eyes the same, 

As perfect as of yore ; 

To human eyes, • . but how unlike to thine ! 

Thine whjch were wont to see 

The Company divine, 

That with their presence came to honour thee ! 

For all the blessed ones of mortal birth 

Who have been cloth'd with immortality. 
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From the eight corners of the Earth, 

From the Seven Worlds assemblmg, all 

Wont to attend thy solemn festivaL 

Then did thine eyes behold 

The wide air peopled with that glorious train. 

Now may'st thou seek the blessed ones in vaio. 

For Earth and Air are now beneath the Rajah's reign. 

Therefore the Mighty One hath walk'd the Earth 

. In sorrow and in solitude to-night. 

The sound of human mirth 

To him is no delight ; 

He turns away from that ungrateful sight, 

Hallowed not now by visitants divine. 

And there he bends his melancholy way 

Where, in yon full-orb'd Moon's refulgent light, 

The Golden Towers of his old City shine 

Above the silver sea. The mighty Chief 

There bent his way in grief. 

As if sad thoughtsindulged would worktheir ownreh'ef. 
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There he beholds upon the sand 

A lovely Maiden in the moonlight stand. 

The. land-breeze lifb her locks of jet. 

The waves around her polish'd ancles play. 

Her bosom with the salt sea-spray is wet ; 

Her arms are crost* unconsciously, to fold 

That bosom from the cold. 

While statue-like she seems her watch to keep. 

Gazing intently on the restless deep. 

Seven miserable days had Kailyal there, 

From earliest dawn till evening, watch'd the deep ; 

Six nights within the chamber of the roc^, 

Had laid her down, and found in prayer 

That comfort which she sought in vain from sleep. 

But when the seventh night came. 

Never should she behold her Father more. 

The wretched Maiden said in her despau: ; 

Yet would not quit the shore. 

Nor turn her eyes one moment from the se^ : 

N^ver before 
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Had Kailyal watch'd it so impatiently^ 
Never so eagerly had hop*d before. 
As now when she believ'd, and said, all hope was o'er. 

Beholding her, how beautiful she stood, 

In that wild solitude, 

Baly from his invisibility 

Had issued then, to know her cause of woe ; 

But that in the air beside her, he espied 

Two Powers of EvU for her hurt allied. 

Foul Arvalan and dreadful Lorrinite. \ 

The Mighty One they could not see. 

And marking with what demon-like delight 

They kept their innocent prey in sight. 
He waits, expecting what the end may bew 

She starts ; for lo ! where floating many a rood, 

A Monster, hugest of the Ocean brood. 

Weltering and lifeless, drifts toward the shore. 

Backward she starts in fear before the flood. 

And, when the waves retreat. 
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They leave their hideous burthen at her feet. 

She ventures to approach with timid tread. 

She starts, and half draws back in fear, 

Then stops, and stretches on her head. 

To see if that huge Beast indeed be dead. 

Now growing bold, the Maid advances near. 

Even to the margin of the ocean-flood. 

Rightly she reads her Father's victory, 

> And lifts her joyous hands, exultingly. 

To Heaven in gratitude* 

Then spreading them toward the Sea, 

While pious tears bedim her streaming eyes. 

Come ! come ! my Father, come to me 1 

Ereenia, come I she cries. 

Lo ! from the opening deep they rise. 
And to Ladurlad's arms the happy Kailyal flies. 

She tum'd from him, to meet^ with beating hearty 

The Glendoveer's embrace. 

Now turn to me, for mine thou art ! 
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Foul Arvalan exdaim'd ; jhis loathsome teuce 
Came forth, and from the air. 

In fleshly form, he burst. 

Always in horror and despair. 

Had Kulyal seen that form and face accurst, 

But yet so sharp a pang had ne'er 

Shot with a thrill like death through all her frame, 

As now when on her hour of joy the Spectre came 

Vain is resistance now. 

The fiendish laugh of Lorrinite is heard; 

And, at her dreadful word. 

The Asuras once again appear, 

And seize Ladurlad and the Glendoveen 

Hold your accursed hands ! 

A Voice exclaim'd, whose dread commands 

Were fear'd through all the vaults of Padalon ; 

And there among them, in the midnight air, 

The presence of the mighty Baly shone* 

He, making manifest his mightiness. 
Put forth on every side an hundred arms. 
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And seiz'd the Sorceress ; maugre all her charms, 

Her and her fiendish ministers he caught 

With force as uncontroulable as fate ; 

And that unhappy Soul, to whom 

The Almighty Rajah's power availeth not 

Living to avert, nor dead to mitigate 

His righteous doom. 

Hdp, help, Kehama ! Father, help ! he cried, 

. But Baly tarried not to abide 

That mightier One-; with irresistible feet 

He stampt and clefl the Earth ; it opened wide, 

And gave him way to his own judgementnseat. 

Down, like a plummet, to the World below 

He sunk, and bore hid prey 
To righteous punishment^ and endless woe^ 
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The Earthy by Baly's feet divided, 

Clos'd o'er his way as to the judgemeDt seat 

He plunged and bore his prey* 

jScarce had the shock subsided, 

When, darting from the Swerga's heavenly heighti 

Kehama, like a thunderbolt, alights. 

In wrath he came, a bickering flame 

Flash'd from his eyes which made the moonlight dii 

And passion forcing way from every limb. 

Like fumace*smoke, with terrors wrapt him round 

8 
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Furious he smote the ground; 
Earth trembled imdemeath the dreadful stroke. 

Again in sunder riven ; 

He hurPd in rage his whirling weapon down. 

But lo ! the fiery sheckra to his feet 

Returned, as if by equal force re-driven. 

And from the abyss the voice of Baly came : 

Not yet, O Rajah, hast thou won 

The realms of Padalon ! 

Earth and the Swerga are thine own. 

But, till Kehama shall subdue the throne 

Of Hell, in torments Yamen holds his son. 

Fool that he is ! • . in torments let him lie ! 

Kehama, wrathfid at his son, replied*, 

But what am I 

That thou should'st brave me ? • . kindling in his pride 

The dreadful Rajah cried. 

Ho ! Yamen ! hear me. God of Padalon, 

Prepare thy throne. 

And let the Amreeta cup 
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Be ready for my lips, when I anon 

Triumphantly shall take my seat thereoti. 

And plant upon thy neck my royal feet 

In voice like thunder thus the Rajah cried> 

Impending o'er the abyss, with menacing hand 

Put forth, as in the action of command* 

And eyes that darted their red anger down. 

Then drawing back he let the earth subside, 

Andy as his wrath relax'd, survey'd. 

Thoughtful and silently, the mortal Maid. 

Her eye the while was on the farthest sky, 

Where up the ethereal height 

Ereenia rose and past away from sight* 

Never had she so joyfully 

Beheld the coming of the Glendoveer, 

Dear as he Was and he deserved to be. 

As now she saw him rise and disappear. 

Come now what will, within her heart said she, 

For thou art safe, and what have I to fear? 

Meantime the Almighty Rajah, late 
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In power and nujesty and wnilh anajr'd^ 

Had laid his terrors by 

And gaz'd iqKm the Maid. 

Pride could not quit his eye^ 

Nor that cemorBeless nature from his front 

Depart ; yet whoso had beheld him then 

Had &It some admiration mix'd with dread. 

And might have said 

That sore he seem'd to be the King of Men ; 

Less than the greatest that he could not be. 

Who carried in his port such might and mijesty. 

In fear no longer for the Glendoveer, 

Now toward the Bajah Kailyal tamM her qres 

As if to ask what doom awaited her* 

But then surprise. 

Even as with ftscination, held them there, 

So strange a thing it seem'd to see the change 

Of purport in that all-commanding brow. 

That thoughtfully was bent ixpon her now. 

I^OLt lit p 
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Wondering she gaz'd, the while her Father's eye 

Was fix'd upon Kehama haughtily; 

It spake defiance to him, high disdain. 

Stem patience, unsubduable by pain. 

And pride triumi^iant over agony. 

Ladurlad, said the Rajah, thou and I 

Alike have done the work of Destiny, 

Unknowing each to what the impulse tended; 

But now that over Earth and Heaven my reign 

Is stablish'd, and theways of Fate are plain 

Before me, here our enmity is ended. 

I take away thy Curse • . • As thus he said. 

The fire which in Ladurlad's heart and bram 

Was burning, fled, and left him free firom pain. 

So rapidly his torments were departed. 

That at the sudden ease he started. 

As with a shock, and to his head 

His hands up-fled. 

As if he felt through every failing limb 

The power and sense of life forsaking him. 
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Then turning to the Maid, the Rajah cried^ 

O Virgin, above all of mortal birth 

Favoured alike in beauty and in worth. 

And in the glories of thy destiny. 

Now let thy happy heart exult with pride, 

For Fate hath chosen thee 

To be Kehama's bride. 

To be the Queen of Heaven and Earth, 

And of whatever Worlds beside 

Infinity may hide. • • For I can see 

The writing which, at thy nativity. 

All-knowing Nature wrought upon thy brain. 

In branching veins, which to the gifted eye 

Map out the mazes of futurity. 

There is it written, Maid, that thou and ^ 

Alone of human kind a deathless pair. 

Are doomed to share 

The Amreieta-drink divine 

Of immortality* Come, Maiden mine ! 

High-&ted One, ascend the subject sky. 

And by Kehama's side 
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Sit on the Swerg^ throne, his equal bride. 

Oh never,., never ..Father! EaQyal cried; 

It ifl not as be saith, . • it cannot be ! 

1 1 • • I, his bride ! 

Nature is never &]se ; he wrongeth her! 

My heart belies such lines of destiny. 

There is no other true int^reter ! 

At that reply Eehama's darkemng brow 

Bewray'd the anger which he yet scq^iprest. 

Counsel thy daughter ; tell her thou art now 

Free from thy Cmtse, he said, and bid her bow 

In thankfulness to Fate's benign behest 

Bid her her stubborn wiH restrain, 

For Destiny at last must be obey'd^ 

And tell her, while obedience is delayed/ 

Thy Gurse will bum again. 

Sheneedeth not my counsel, he replied. 
And idly, Rajah, dost thou reason thus 
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Of Destiny ! for though all other things 

Were subject to the starry influendngs, 

And bow'd submissive to thy tyranny. 

The virtuous heart, and resolute will are free. 

Thus in their wisdom did the Gods decree 

When they created Man. Let come what will, 

This is our rock of strength ; in every ill. 

Sorrow, oppression, pain and agony. 

The spirit of the good is unsubdued, 

And, suffisr as they may, they triumph still. 

Obstinate fools ! exdaim'd the Mi^^ty One, 

Fate and my pleasure must be done. 

And ye resist in vain i 

Take your fit guerdon till we meet again! 

So saying, his vindictive hand he flung 

Towards them, fiU'd with curses ; then on high 

Aloft he sprung, and vanished through the Sky 
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MOUNT CALASAY. 



The Rajah, scattering curses as he rose. 

Soared to the Swerga, and resum'd his throne* 

Not for his own redoubled agony. 

Which now through heart and brain. 

With renovated pain. 

Rushed to its seat, Ladurlad breathes that groan, 

That groan is for his child ; he groan'd to see 

The lovely one defil'd with leprosy. 

Which, as the enemy vindictive fled. 

O'er all her frame with quick contagion spread. 
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She, wondering at events so passing strange^ 

And filled with hope and fear. 

And joy to see the Tyrant disappear. 

And glad expectance of her Glendoveer, 

. Perceiv'd not in herself the hideous change. 

lis huming pain^ she thought/ had forced the groan 

Her father hreath*d ; his agonies alone 
Were present to her mind; she claspt his knees. 
Wept for his Curse, and did not feel her own. . 

Nor when she saw her plague, did her good heart. 

True to itself, even for a moment fiul. 

Ha, Rajah ! with disdainful smile she cries. 

Mighty and wise and wicked as thou art. 

Still thy hlmd vengeance acts a friendly part. 

Shall I not thank thee for this scurf and scale 

Of dire deformity, whose loathsomeness. 

Surer than' panoply of strongest mail, 

Arms me against all foes ? Oh, better so. 

Better such foul disgrace, 

Than that this innocent face 
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Should tempt thy wooii^ ! That I need not dread; 

Nor ever inqaoos foe 

WiD offer outrage now, nor firtiber woe 

Win beauty draw on my unhappy head. 

Safe through the unholy world may KaOyal go. 

Her fiu:e in virtuous pride 

Was lifted to the skies. 

As him and his poor vengeance she defied ; 

But earthward, when she ceas'd, she tum'd h^ eyes, 

As if she sought to hide 

The tear which in her own deqate would rise. 

Did then the thought of her own Glendoveer 

Call forth that natural tear ? 

Was it a woman's fear, 

A diought of earthly love, which troubled her i 

Like yon thin doud amid the moonlight sky 

That flits before the wind 

And leaves no trace behind. 

The womanly pang past over Kailyal's mind. 

This is a loathsome sight to htunan eye, 
Half-shrinking at herself, the Maiden thought, 
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Will it be >o to him ? Oh surely not! 

The immortal Powers, who see 

Through the poor wn^pings of mortality, 

Behold the soul, the beautiful soul, within. 

Exempt from age and wasting malady. 

And undeform'd, while pure and free from sin. 

Hus is a loathsome sight to human eye. 

But not to eyes divine, 
Ereenia, Son of Heaven, oh not to thine! 

The wrongful thought of fear, the womanly pain 

Had past away, her heart was calm again. 

She rais'd her head, expecting now to see 

. The Glendoveer appear ; 

Where hath he fled, quoth ahe% 

That he should ta^gr now i Oh had she known 

Whither the adventurous Son of Heaven was flown, 

^ Strong as her spirit was, it had not borne 
The awful thought, nor dar'd to hope for his return* 

For he in search of Seeva's throne was gone, 
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To tdl his tale of wrongs 

In search of Seeva's o#ii abode 

The daring one began his heayenly road. 

O wild emprize! above the fiothest skies 

He hop'd to rise 1 

Him who is thron'd beyond the readi of thought, 

The Alone, the Inacoessibley he sought 

O wild emprize ! for when in days of yorCf 

For proad pre-eminence of powers 

Brama and Veeshnoo, wild with rage, contended, 

And Seeva, in his mighty 

Their dread contenti(m ended ; 

Before their sight 

In form a fiery column did he tower, 

Whose head above the highest height extended, 

Whose base below the deepest depth descended. 

Downward, its depth to sound, 

Veeshnoo a thousand years explored 

The fathomless profound. 

And yet no base he found : 

Upward, to reach its head, 
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Ten myriad years the aspiring Brama soar'd, 

And stilly as up he fled. 

Above him still the Immeasurable spread. 

The rivals own'd their Lord, 

And trembled and ador'd^ 

How shall the Glendoveer attain 

What Brama and what Veeshnoo sought in vainf 

Ne'er did such thought of lofty daring enter 

Celestial Spirit's mind. O wild adventure 

Hiat throne to find, for he must leave behind 

This World, that jn the centre. 

Within its saltHsea girdle, lies confin'd ; 

Yea the Seven Earths that^ each with its own ocean, 

Bing damping ring, compose' the mighty round. 

What power of motion, 
In less than endless years, shall bear him there. 

Along the limitless extent. 
To the utmost bound of the remotest spheres? 
What strength of wing 
- Suffice to pierce the Golden Firmament 



I 
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That doses all within ? 
Yet he hath past the measureless extent, 
And pierced the Golden Firmament ; 
For Faith hath given him power, and Space and Time 
Vanish before that energy stiblime. 
Nor doth eternal Night, 
And outer Darkness, check his resolute flight ; 
By strong desire through all he makes his way. 
Till Seeva's Sdit appears, • • behold Mount Calasay ! 

Behold the Silver Mountain! round about 

Seven ladders stand, so high, the aching eye, 

Seeking their tops in vain amid the sky. 

Might deem they led from earth to highest heaven. 

Ages would pass away, 
. And Worlds with age decay, • 
Ere one whose patient feet, from ring to ring 

Must win their upward way. 

Could reach the summit of Mount Calasay* 

But that strong power that nerv'd his wing, 

That all-surmounting will, 
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Iniensitj of &ith and holiest love, 

Siulaiii'd £reenia still, 

And he hath gained the plain, the sanctuary above. 

LOy there the Silver Bell, 

That, self-sustain'd, hangs buoyant in the air I 

Lo ! the broad TaUe there, too bright 

For mortal sight. 

From whose four sides the bordering gems unite 

Their harmonizing rays, 

Xn one mid fount of many-colour'd light. 

The stream of splendour, flashing as it flows, 

E'lays round, and feeds the stem of yon celestial Rose ! 

Where is the Sage whose wisdom can declare 

The hidden things of that mysterious floWer, 

That flower which serves all mysteries to bear i 

The sacred Triangle is there, 
Holding the Emblem which no tongue may tell, 
this the HeavehofHeavens,whereSeeva'sself doth dwell? 

Here first the Glendoveer 



BS THE CUII8E OF KEBAMA. XIX. 

Felt his wing flag, and paos'd upon fais flight. 

Was it that fear came over him, when here 

He saw the imagined throne appear ? 

Not so, for his immortal sight 

Endur'd the Table's light ; 

Distinctly he beheld all things around, 

And doubt and wonder rose within his mind 

That this was all he fouftd. 

Howbeit he lifted up his yoice and spake* 

There is. oppression in the World below ; 

Earth groans beneath the yoke ; yea, in her woe* 

She asks if the Avenger's eye is blind ? 

Awake, O Lord, awake ! 

Too long thy vengeance sleepeth. Holy One ! 

Put thou thy terrors on for mercy's sake. 

And strike the blow, in justice to mankind ! 

So as he prayM, intenser faith he felt. 

His spirit seem'd to melt 

With ardent yearnings of increasing love ; 

Upward he tum'd his eyes 
As if there should be something yet above ; 
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Let me not, Seeva ! seek ia vain ! he cries, 

Thou art not here^^for how should these contain thee? 

Thou art not here, . . for how should I sustain thee ? 

But thou, where'er thou art. 

Canst hear the yoice of prayer. 

Canst hear the humble heart. 

Thy dwelling who can tell. 

Or who, O Lord, hath seen thy secret throne ? 

But thou art not alone. 

Not unapproachable ! 

O all-embnicing Mind, 

Thou who art every where. 

Whom all who seek shall find. 

Hear me, O Seeva ! hear the suppliant's prayer ! 

So sa3ring, up he sprung. 

And struck the Bell, which self-suspended hung 

Before the mystic Rose. 

From side to iside the silver tongue 

Melodious swung, and far and wide 

Soul-thrilling tones of heavenly music rung. 

8 
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Abash'd, oonfoundedf 

It left the Glendoveer ; ..yea all astounded 

In overpowering fear and deep dkmay; 

For when that Bell had sounded. 

The Rose, with all the mysteries it surrounded, 

The Bell, the Table, and Mount Calasay, 

The holy Hill itself, with all thereon, 

Even as a morning dream before the day 

Dissolves away, they fitded and were gone^ 

Where shall he rest his wing, where turn for fligbt> 

For all around is Light, 

Primal, essential, all-pervading Light ! 

Heart cannot think, nor tongue declare^ 

Nor eyes of Angel bear 

That Glory unimaginably bright ; 

The Sun himself had seemed 

A speck of darkness there. 

Amid that Light of Light! 

Down fell the Glendoveer, 

Down through all regions, to our mundane sphere 
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He fell ; but in his ear 
A voicey which from within him came, was heard. 

The indubitable word 

Of Him to whom all secret things are known: 

GrOy ye who suffer, go to Yamen's throne. 

He hath the remedy for every woe ; 
He setteth right whatever is ?nroDg below. 



■ ill 
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THE EMBARKATION. 



Down from the Heaven of Heavens Ereenia feQ 

Precipitate^ yet imperceptible 

His fall, nor had he cause nor thought of fear; 

And when he came within this mundane sphere^ 

And felt that Earth was near. 

The Glendoveer his azure wings expanded, 

Andy sloping down the sky 

Toward the spot from whence he sprung on higbi 

There on the shore he landed. 
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Kailjral advanced to meet him, 
Not moving now as die was wont to greet him, 
Joy in her eye and in her eager pace; 
With a calm smile of melancholy pride 
She met him now, and, turning half aside, 
Her warning hand repellM the dear embrace* 
Strange things, Ereenia, have be&Uen us here. 
The Virgin said ; the Almighty Man hath read 
The lines which, traced by Nature on my brain^ 
There to the gifted eye 
Make all my fortunes plain. 
Mapping the mazes of futurity. 
" Ho sued for peace, for it is written there 
That I with him the Amreeta cup must share; 
Wherefore he bade me come, and by his side 
Sit on the Swerga-throne, his equal bride. 
I need not tell thee what reply was given ; 
My heart, the sure interpreter of Heaven, 
His impious words belied. 
Thou seest his poor revenge ! So having said. 
One look she glanced upon her leprous stain 
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Indignantlyy and shook 
Her head in cahn dii 



O Maid of soulxdiviiie ! 
O more than ever dear. 
And more than ever mine. 
Reined the Gilendoveer; 
He hath not read, he sure, the mystic ways 
' Of Fate; ahnighty aBbeiSythatmaze 
Hath mock'd hia fiill9)Ie inght. 
Said he the Amreeta-cup ^ So ftr aright 
The Evil One may see ; fbr Fate displays 
Her hidden things in part, and part conceab. 

Baffling the widced eye 

Alike with what she hides, and what reveals^ 

When with unholy purpose it would pry 

Into the secrets of futurity. 

So may it be permitted him to see 

Dimly the inscrutable decree ; 

For to the World below. 

Where Yamen guards the Amreeta, we must go; 
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Thus Seeya hath eitprtot his will, even he 
The Holiest hath ordain'd it ; there, he saith, 

All wrongs shall be redrest 
By Yamen, by the righteous Power of Death* 

Forthwith the Father and the &ted Maid, 

And that heroic Sfwrit, who for them 

Such flight had late essay'd, 

The will of Heaven obeyed. 

They went their way along the road 

That leads to Yamen's dread abode. 

Many a day hath past away 

Since they began their arduous way» 

Their way of toil and pain ; 

And now their, weary feet attain 

The Earth's remotest bound 

Where outer Ocean girds it round. 

But not like other Oceans this. 

Rather it seemed a drear abyss, 

Upon whose brink they stoodi 
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Ofay toene of ftar ! Hw tntdkn hear 

The nging of tlw flood ; 

Th^ hear hoir fanrfbBy it rooiBy 

Bqt doadb of dari^er diade than night 

For erer horering roond those shores. 

Hide all diii^ from dieir 8^;lit; 

The Son upon diat darkness pours 

His onavailmg light. 

Nor ever Moon ncnr Stars display. 

Through the thidc shade, one guidii^ nqr 

To shew the perils of the way. 

There, in a creek, a vessel lay. 

Just on the confines of the day. 

It rode at fUicihor in its bay. 

These venturous pilgrims to convey 

Across that outer Sea* 

Strange vessel sure it seem'd to be, 

And all unfit for such wild sea ! 

For through its yawning side the wave 

Was ooslng in ; the mast was firail, 
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And old and torn its only BaiL 

How shall that crazy vessel brave 

The billows, that in wild commotion 

For ever roar and rave ? 

How hope to cross the ^breadful Ocean, 

O'er which eternal shadows dwdl. 

Whose secrets none return to tell ! 

Well might the travellers fear to enter ! 
But summoned once on that adventure, 
For them was no retreat. 
Nor boots it with reluctant feet 
To linger on the strand ; 
Aboard ! aboard ! 
An awfiil voice, that left no choice. 
Sent forth its stem command. 
Aboard! aboard! 
The travellers hear that voice in fear. 
And breathe to Heaven an inward prayer, 
And take their seats in silence there* 



1 
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Sdf-hcNSted then, bdioUL the sail 

Expands itself before the gale ; 

Hands, which they cannot see^ let dqp 

The cable of dmt fitted diq) ; 

The land breeze sends h^ on her wqr. 

And lo ! they leave the livfa^ light of day i 



XXI. 



THE WORLD'S END- 



Swift as an arrow in its flight 

The Ship shot through the incumbent night ; 

And they have left behind 

The raging billows and the roaring wind. 

The storm, the darkness, and all mortal fears ; 

And lo ! another light 

To guide their way appears, 

The light of other spheres. 

That instant, from Ladurlad^s heart and brain 

YOL. II* E 
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The Curse was gone ; he feels again 

Fresh as in Youth's fair morning, and the Maid 

Hath lost her leprous stain. 

The Mighty One hath no dominion here, 

Starting she cried ; O happy, happy hour ! 

We are beyond his power ! 

Then raising to the Glendoveer, 

With heavenly beauty bright, her angel &ce, 

Tum'd not reluctant now, and met his dear embra 

Swift glides the Ship, with gentle motion, 

Across that calm and quiet ocean ; 

That glassy sea, which seem'd to be 

The mirror of tranquillity. 

Their pleasant passage soon was o'er. 

The Ship hath reach'd its destin'd shore ; 

A level belt of ice which bound. 

As with an adamantine mound, 

The waters of the sleeping Ocean round. 

Strange forms were on the strand 

Of earth-bom spirits slain before their time ; 
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Who, wandering over sea and sky and land, 
Had so fulffl'd their term ; and now were met 

Upon this icy belt, a motley band, 

Waiting their summons, at the appointed hour 

When each before the judgement-seat must stand, 

And hear his doom from Baly's righteous power. 

Foul with habitual crimes, a hideous crew 

Were there, the race of rapine and of blood. 

Now, having overpast the mortal flood. 

Their own deformity they knew. 

And knew the meed that to their deeds was due. 

Therefore in fear and agony they stood. 

Expecting when the evil Messenger 

Among them should appear. But with their fear 

A hope was mingled now ; 

O'er the dark shade of guilt a deeper hue 

It threw, and gave a fiercer character 

To the wild eye and lip and sinful brow. 

They hop'd that soon Kehama would subdue 

The inexorable God, and seize his throne, 

8 
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Reduce the infernal World to his oommandi 

And, with his irresistible r^t hand* 

Redeem them from the vauItB of Fadalon. 

Apart from these a milder company, 

The victims of offences not their own, 

Looked when the appointed Messenger should come; 

Gathered together some, and some alone 

Brooding in silence on their future doom* 

Widows whom, to their husbands' funeral fire, 

Force or strong error led, to share the pyre. 

As to their everlasting marriage-bed : 

And babes, by sin unstain'd. 

Whom erring parents vow*d 

4 

To Ganges, and the holy stream proian'd 

With that strange sacrifice, rite unordainM 

By Law, by sacred Nature unallow'd : 

Others more hapless in their destiny. 

Scarce having first inhaled this vital breath, 

Whose cradles from some tree 

Unnatural hands suspended. 
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Then left, till gentle Death, 

Coming like Sleep, their feeble moanings ended ; 

Or for his prey the ravenous Elite descended ; 

Or, marching like an army from their caves» 

The Pismires blackened o'er, then bleach'd and bare 

Left their unharden'd bones to &11 asunder there. 

Innocent Souls ! thus set so early free 

From sin and sorrow and mortality. 

Their spotless spirits all-creating Love 

Received into its universal breast* 

Yon blue serene above 

Was their domain ; clouds pillowed them to rest ; 

The Elements on them like nurses tended. 

And with their growth etherial substance blended. 

Less pure than these is that strange Indian bird 

Who never dips in earthly streams her bill. 

But, when the sound of coming showers is heard. 

Looks up, and from the clouds receives her fill. 

Less pure the footless fowl of Heaven, that never 

Best upon earth, but on the wing for ever 
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Hovering o'er flowers, their jGragrant food inhale, 

Drink the descending dew upon its way, 

And sleep alofl while floating on the gale. 

And thus these innocents in yonder sky 

Grow and are strengthened, while, the allotted years 

Perform their course, then hitherward they fly» 

Being free from mortal taint, so free from fears, 

A joyous band, expecting soon to soar 

s To Indra's happy spheres, 

And mingle with the blessed company 

Of heavenly spirits there for evermore. 

A Gulph profound surrounded 

This icy belt ; the opposite side 

With highest rocks was bounded ; 

But where their heads they hide. 

Or where their base is founded. 

None could espy. Above all reach of sight 

They rose, the second Earth was on their height, 

. , Their feet was fix'd on everlasting night* 

So deep the Gulph, no eye 
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Could plum its dark profundity, 

Yet all its depth must try ; for this the road 

To Padalon, and Yamen's dread abode. 

And from below continually 

Ministrant Demons rose and caught 

The Souls whose hour was come ; 

Then, with their burthen fraught, 

Plunged down, and bore them to receive their doom. 

Then might be seen who went in hope, and who 

Trembled to meet the meed 

Of many a foul misdeed, as wild they threw 

Their arms retorted from the Demons' grasp. 

And look'd around, all eagerly, to seek 

For help, where help was none ; and strove for aid 

To dasp the nearest shade ; 

Yea, with imploring looks and horrent shriek, 

Even from one Demon to another bending. 

With hands extending, 

Their mercy they essay'd. 

Still from the verge they strain. 
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And from the dreadful gulph avert their eyes. 

In vain; down plunge the Demons, and their cries 

Feebly, as down they sink, from that profound arise. 

What heart of living man could, undisturbed, 

Bear sight so sad as this ! What wonder there 

If Kailyal's lip were blanch'd with inmost dread ! 

The chill which from that icy belt 

Struck through her, was less keen than what she felt 

With her heart's-blood through every limb dispread* 

Close to the Glendoveer she clung. 

And clasfHUg round his neck her trembling hands, 

She clos'dher eyes, and there in silence hung. 

Then to Ladurlad said the Glendoveer, 

These Demons, whom thou seest, the ministers 

Of Yamen, wonder to behold us here ; 

But for the dead tbey come, and not for us : 

Therefore, albeit they gaze upon thee thus, 

Have thou no fear. 

A little whi}e thou must be lefl alone. 
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Till I have borne thy Daughter down^ 

And placed her safely by the throne 

Of hun who keeps the Grate of Padalon. 

Then taking KaOyal in his arms, he said, 

Be of good heart. Beloved ! it is I 

Who bear thee. Saying this, his wings he spread. 

Sprung apward in the sky, and pois'd his flight, 

HienplungedintotheGrulph,andsought the WorldofNight. 
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The strong foundations of this inmost EarA 

Rest upon Padalon. That icy Mound 

Which girt the mortal Ocean round, 

Reach'd the profound, • • 

Ice in the regions of the upper air, 

Crystal midway, and adamant below, 

Whose strength sufficed to bear 

The weight of all this upper World of ours, 

And with its rampart clos'd the Realm of Woe. 

Eight gates hath Padalon; eight heavenly Power 
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Have them in charge, each alway at his post, 

Lesty from their penal caves, the accursed host, 

Maugre the might of Baly and the God, 

Should break, and carry ruin all abroad. 

Those gates stand ever open, night and day, 

And Souls of mortal men 

For ever throng the way. 

Smne from the dolorous den, 

Children of sin and wrath, return no more : 

They, fit companions of the Spirits accurst. 

Are doomM, like them in baths of fire immerst. 

Or weltering upon beds of molten ore, 

Or^ stretchM upon the brazen floor. 

Are fastened down with adamantine chains ; 

While on their substance inconsumable. 

Leeches of fire for ever hang and pull. 

And worms of fire for ever gnaw their food. 

That, still renew'd. 

Freshens for ever their perpetual pains. 
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Others there were whom Baly^s voice condemn'd. 
By long and painfiil penance, to atone 
Their fleshly deeds. Them, from the Jlldgemen^ThroI 
Dread Azyoruca, where she sat involYM 
In darkness as a tent, received, and dealt 
To each the measure of his puushm^dt ; 
Till, in the central springs of fire, the Wfll 
Impure is purged away ; and the freed soul, 
Thus fitted to receive its second birth. 
Embodied once again, revisits Earth* 

But they whom Baly's righteous voice absoly'di 
And Yamen, viewing with benignant eye, 
Dismissed to seek their heritage en high. 
How joyfully they leave this gloomy bourpe. 
The dread sojourn 
Of Guilt and twin-bom Punishment and Woe, 
And wild Remorse, here link'd with worse Despair ! 
They to the eastern Gate rejoicing go : 
The Ship of Heaven awaits their coming there. 
And on they sail, greeting the blessed light 
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Through realms of upper air. 
Bound for the Swerga once ; but now no more 
Their voyage rests upon that happy shore. 
Since Indra, by the dreadful Rajah's might 

Compelled, hath taken flight. 
On to the second World their way they wend, 
nd there, in trembling hope, await the doubtful end. 

For still in them doth hope predominate. 

Faith's precious privilege, when higher Powers 

Give way to fear in these portentous hours. 

Behold the Wardens eight. 

Each silent at his gate 

Expectant stands; they turn their anxious eyes 

Within, and, listening to the dizzy din 

Of mutinous uproar, each in all his hands 

Holds all his weapons, ready for the fight* 

For, hark ! what clamorous cries 

Upon Kehama, for deliverance, call ! 

Come, Rajah 1 they exclaim, too long we groan 

In torments. Come, Deliverer ! yonder throne 
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Awaits thee • • • Now, Kehamai Rajah, now ! 

Earthly Almighty, wherefore tarriest thoa ? • • 

Such were the sounds that rung, in wild uproar, 

O'er all the echoing vaults of Padalon ; 

And as the Asuras from the brazen floor. 

Struggling against their fetters, strove to rise, 

Their clashing chains were heard, andshrieks and cries, 

With curses mix'd, against the Fiends who urge. 

Fierce on their rebel limbs, the avenging scourge. 

Th)^se Were the sounds whidi, at the southern gate, 

Assail'd Ereenia's ear; alighting here 

He laid before Neroodi's feet the Maid, 

IVho, pale and cold with fear. 

Hung on his neck, well-nigh a lifidess weight. 

Who and what art thou ? cried the Guardian Power, 
Sight so unwonted wondering to behold, • . 

O Son of Light! 

Who comest here at this portaitoos hour. 

When Yamen*s throne 



I 
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IrembleSi and all our might can scarce keep down 

The rebel race from seizing Fadalon : • • • 

Who and what art thou, and what wild despair. 

Or wilder hope, from realms of upper air. 

Tempts thee to bear 

This mortal Maid to our forlorn abodes ? 

Fitter for her, I ween, the Swerga bowers, 

And sweet society of heavenly Powers, 

Than this, • • a doleful scene. 

Even in securest hours. 

And whither would ye go ? 

Alas ! can human or celestial ear, 

Unmadden'd, hear 

The shrinks and yellings of infernal woe ? 

Can living flesh and blood 

Endure the passage of the fiery flood ? 

Lord of the Gate, replied the Glendoveer, 
We come obedient to the will of Fate ; 

And haply doom'd to bring 
Hope and salvation to the Infernal King, 
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For Seeva sends us here. 

Even He to whom fitturi^ is known, 

The Holiest, bade as go to Yamen's throne. 

Thou seest my precious charge; 
Under thy care, secure from harm, I leave her, 

While I ascend to bear her &ther down. 
Beneath the shelter of thine aim receiTO her! 

Then quoth he to the Mudf 

Be of good chear, my Kailyal ! dearest dear. 

In ftith subdue thy dread^ 

Anon I shall be here. So having said. 

Aloft, with vigorous boimd» the Glendoveer 

Sprung in celestial might. 

And soaring up, in qpiral circles, wound 

His indefiitigal>le flight. 

But, as he thus departed. 

The Maid, who at Neroodi's feet was lying, 

Like one entranced or dying. 

Recovering strength from sudden terror, started; 
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And gazing after him with straining sight, 
And strainmg amis, she stood. 

As if in attitude 

To win him back from flight 

Yea, she had shaped his name 

For utterance, to recall and bid him stay. 

Nor leaTC her thus alone ; but virtuous shame 

Represt the unbidden sounds upon their way; 

And calling faith to aid, 

Even in this fearful hour, the pious Maid 

Collected courage, till she seemM to be 

Cahn and in hope, such power hath piety. 

Before the Giant Keeper of the Gate 

She crost her patient anns, and at his feet, 

Ftepar'd to meet 

The awfiil will of Fate with equal mind, 

She took her seat resigned* 

Even the stern trouUe of Neroodi's brow 

Relax'd as he beheld the valiant Maid. 

Hope, l<npig unfelt till now, 
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Rose in his lieart revmngy and a ooafle 
Dawn'd in his brightening coontenanoey the wliik 
He gaz'd on her with wonder and ddight 
The bleiiing of the Powers of PsdaloDf 
Virgini be on thee ! cried the admiring God; 
And blessed be the hour that gave thee bodii 
Daughter of Earth, 
For thou to this forlorn abode hast broo^ 
Hope, who too long hath been a stranger beifi* 
And surely for no lamentable lot. 
Nature, who erreth not. 
To thee that heart of fortitude hath given, 
Those eyes of purity, that &ce of love : . • 
If thou beest not the inheritrix of Heaven, 
There is no truth above. 

Thus as Neroodi spake, his brow severe 
Shone with an inward joy ; for sure he thought 
When Seeva sent so fair a creature here. 
In this momentous hour, 
Ere long the World's deUverance would be wrougl 
And P^dalon escane the 1)Aiaii»o .^^r^*. 
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With pious mind the Maid, in humble guise 

Indin'di receivM his blessing silently. 

And rais'd her grateful eyes 

A moment, then again 

Abas'd them at his presence. Hark ! on high 

The sound of coming wings ! • .her anxious ears 

Have caught the distant sound. Ereenia brings 

His burthen down ! Upstarting from her seat, 

How joyfully she rears 

Her eager head ! and scarce upon the ground 

Ladurlad's giddy feet their footing found, 

Vhexiy with her trembling arms, she claspt him round. 

No word of greeting. 

Nor other sign of joy at that strange meeting. 

Expectant of their fate. 

Silent, and hand in hand, ^ 

Before the Infernal Gate, 

The Father and his heavenly Daughter stand. 

Then to Neroodi said the Glendoveer, 
No Heaven-bom Spirit e'er hath visited 
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This regicm drear and dread ; Imt I, the firet 
Who tread your Worid aocmsU 
Lord of the Gate, to whom these reafans are knowni 
Direct our fitted way to Yamoi's throne. 

Bring forth my Chariot, Carmala! quoth then 

The -Keeper of the way. 

It was the Car wherein 

On Yamen's ftstal dqr. 

When all the Powers of Hell attend their King, 

Yearly to Yamenpur did he repair 

To pay his homage there. 

Pois'd on a single wheel, it mov'd along, 

Instinct with motion ; by what wonderous skill 

Compact, no human tongue could teU, 

Nor human wit devise ; but on that wheel 

Moving or stiU, 
As if an inward life sustained its weight, 
Supported, stood the Car of miracle. 
Then Carmala brought forth two mantles, white 
As the swan's breast, and bright as motintain sdow, 
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When from the wintry sky 

The siuii late-rigingy shines upon the height, 

And rolling yapours fill the vale below. 

Not without pain the unaccustom'd sight 

That brightness could sustain ; 

For ndther mortal stain, 

Nor parts corruptible, remain, 

Kor aught that time could touch, or force destroy. 

In that pure web whereof the robes were wrought ; 

So long had it in ten-fold fires been tried. 

And blanch'd, and to that brightness purified. 

Apparell'd thus, alone. 

Children of Earth, Neroodi cried. 

In safety may ye pass to Yamen's throne. 

Thus only can your living fiesh and blood 

Endure the passage of the fiery flood. 

Of other frame, O Son of Heaven^ art thou I 

Yet hast thou now to go 

Through regions which thy heavenly mould will try. 

Glories unutterably bright, I know^ 
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And beams intense of empyrean ligbt. 

Thine eye divine can bear : but fires of woe. 

The sight of torments, and the cry 

Of absolute despair. 

Might not these things dismay thee on thy flight, 

And thy strong pennons flf^ and fail thee there? 

Trust not thy wings, celestial though thou art, 

Nor thy good heart, which horror might assail 

And pity quail, 

Pity in these abodes of no avail; 

But take thy seat this mortal pair beside. 

And Carmala the infernal Car will guide. 

Go, and may happy end your way betide ! 

SOf as he spake, the self-mov'd Car roll'd on, 

And lo ! they pass the Gate of Padalon. 
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PADALON. 



Whoe'er hath lov'd with venturous step to tread 

The chambers dread 
!)f some deep cave, and seen his taper^s beam 
Lost in the arch of darkness overhead. 

And mark'd its gleam. 
Playing afar upon the sunless stream. 

Where, from their secret bed. 
And course unknown and inaccessible, 
The silent waters well ; 
Whoe'er hath trod such caves of endlesp night, 
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He knowBy when measuring back the gloomy WI7, 

With what delight refreBh^d, his ey^ 

Perceives the shadow of the light cidaft 

Through the far portal slanting, where it fills 

Dimly reflected on the watry walls; 

How heavenly seems the sky. 

And hoW| with quickened feet, he hastens up^ 

Eager again to greet 

The living World, and blessed sunshine therCi 

And drink, as from a cup 

Of joy, with thirsty lips, the open air. 

Far other light than that of day there shoAe 

Upon the travellers, entering Padalon. 

They, too, in darkness entered on their way, 

But, far before the Car, 

A glow, as of a fiery furnace light, 

Fill'd all before them. Twas a light which made 

Darkness itself appear 

A thing of comfort, and the sight, dismay'd, 

Shrunk inward from the molten atmosphere. 
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. Tbeir wqr was through the adamantine rock 
Whidi girt the W^ld of Woe; on either side 

Its massive waUs arose^ and overhead 

AicbfA the long passage; onward as thby ride, 

VTith stnmger glare the light around them spread, 

And lo ! the regions dread. 
The World of Woe before them, opening wide. 

There rolls the fiery floods 

Girding the realms of Padalon around. 

A sea of flame it seeoi'd to be, 

Sea without bound; 

For neither mortal, nor immortal sight. 

Could pierce across through that intensest light. 

A single rib of steel. 

Keen as the edge of keenest scjrmitar, 

Spann'd this wide gulph of fire. The infernal Car 

Roll'd to the Gulph, and on its suigle wheel 

Self-balanced, rose upon that edge of steel. 

Red-quivering float the vapours.overhead. 

The fiery gulph beneath them spread^ 
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TosMS its bOlowiDg blaze with rush and roar; 

Steady and swift the seUHonov'd Chariot went, 

Winning the long ascent, 

Theni downward rolling, gains the ftrther shore. 

But| oh ! what sounds and sights of woe. 

What sights and sounds of fear» 

Assail the mortal travellers here ! 

Their way was on a causey straight and wide^ 

Where penal vaults on either side were seeo, 

Ranged like the cells wherein 

Those wonderous winged alchemists infold 

Their stores of liquid gold. 

Thick walls of adamant divide 

The dungeons ; and from yonder circling flood, 

Off-streams of fire through secret channels glide, 

And wind among them, and in each provide 

An everlasting food 
Of righteous torments for the accursed brood. 

• 

These were the rebel race, who, in their might 
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Confiding impiously, would fain have driven 

The Deities supreme from highest Heaven ; 

But by the Sura?* in celestial fight, 

Oppos'd and put to flight, 

Elere, in their penal dens, the accursed crew. 

Not for its crime, but for its feilure, rue 
Their wild ambition. Yet again they long 

The contest to renew. 
And wield their arms again in happier hour ; 
And with united power, 
Following Kehama's triumph, to press on 
World to World, and Heaven to Heaven, and Sphere 
To Sphere, till Hemakoot shall be their own, 
ind Meru Mount, and Lidra's Swerga-Bowers, 
nd Brama's region, where the heavenly Hours 
Weave the vast cirde of his age-long day. 

Even over Veeshnoo's empyreal seat 
rhey trust the Rajah shall extend their sway, 
And that the seven-headed Snake, whereon 
rhe strong Preserver sets his conquering feet, 
ill rise and shake him headlong from his throne. 
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When, in their irresistible array, 
Amid the Milky Sea, they force their way* 
Even higher jet their frantic thougfatB aspire, 
Yea, on their beds of Unrment as they lie, 
The highest, holiest Seera, th^ deQr, 
And tell him they shall have anon their day. 
When they will storm his realm« and seisse Moimt Cal 

ft 

Such impious hopes torment 
Their raging hearts, impious and impotent; 

And now, with unendurable desire 

And lust of vengeance, that, like inward fire, 

Doth aggravate their punishment, they rave 

Upon Kehama ; him the accursed rout 

Acclaim ; with furious cries and maddening sbo 

They call on him to save ; 

Kehama ! they exclaim ; 

Thundering, the dreadfU echo rolls about, 

And Hell's whole vault repeats Kehama's nam 

Over these dens of punishment, the host 
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Of Padalon maintain eternal guard, 
!eping upon the walls their vigilant ward. 

At every angle stood 
Tatch-tower, the decurion Demon's post, 
t rais'd on high, he view'd with sleepless eye 
tnisti that all was well And over these^ 
Inch was the perfect discipline of Hell, 
captains of fifties and of hundreds held 
Authority, each in his loftier tower ; 
d chiefs of legions over them had power ; 
thus all Hell with towers was girt around. 
Aloft the brazen turrets shone 
In the red light of Padalon, 
And on the walls betwe^ 
i moving, the infernal Guards were seen, 
Gigantic Demons pacing to and firo ; 

Who ever and anon, 
ling their crimson pennons, plunged below, 
ister to rivet down the Asuras' chains; 
with the snaky scourge and fiercer pains, 
ress their rage rebellioust Loudaroupd, 
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In mingled sound, the echoing lash, the chah 

Ofvchains, the ponderous hammePs iron ttnte 

With execrations^ groans, and shridcs and cries 

CombinM, in one wild dissonance, arise; 

And through the din there broke. 

Like thunder heard through all the warring wiiM 

The dreadful name. Kehama, still they rave, 

Hasten and save ! 
Now, now. Deliverer ! now, Kehama, now ! 
Earthly Almighty, wherefore tarriest thou ! 

Oh, if that name abhorr'd. 
Thus utter'd, could well nigh 
Dismay the Powers of Hell, and daunt their Lo 
How fearfully to Kailyal's ear it came ! 
She, as the Car roll'd on its rapid way. 
Bent down her head, and closed her eyes for dri 
And deafening, with strong effort from withii 
Her ears against the din, 
Cover'd and prest them close with both her hai 
Sure if the mortal Maiden had not fed 
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On heavenly food, and long been strengthened 

With heavenly converse for such end vouchsaPd, 

•Her human heart had .fiul'd, and she had died 

Beneath the horrors of this awful, hour. 

But heaven supplied a power 

Beyond her earthly nature, to the measure 

Of need infusing strength ; 

And Fate, whose secret and unerring pleasure 

Appointed aU, decreed 

An ample meed and recompence at length. 

High^fated Maid, the righteous hour is nigh ! 
The all-embradng Eye . 
Of Retribution still beholdeth thee ; 
Bear onward to the end, O Maid, courageously I 

On roll'd the Car, and lo ! afar 

Upon its height the Towers of Yamenpur 

Rise on the astonished sight. 

Behold the infernal City, Yamen's seat 

Of empire, in the midst of Padalouy 

Where the eight causeys meet. 
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There on a rede of adantfuit it stood, 

Respkiideiit far and wide, 

luelf of solid diaoMmd edited. 

And all aroiiod it roU'd the fiery flood. 

Eight bridges arch'd the stream ; huge [hIos of brass 

Magnificent, such structures as beseem 

The Seat and Capital of audi great God, 

Worthy of Yamen's own august abode. 

A brazen tower and gatewvf at each end 

Of each was rais'dt where Giant Wudens stood, 

Stationed in arms the passage to d^»id, 

That never foe might cross the fiery flood. 

Oh what a gorgeous sight it was to see 

The Diamond City blazing on its height 

With more than midnsun splendour, by the light 

Of its own fiery river ! 

Its towers and domes and pinnacles and spires, 

Turrets and battlements, that flash and quiver 

Through the red restless atmosphere for ever. 

And hovering over head. 
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Th^ smoke and va^urs of all Padalon, 
Fit firmament for such a world, were spread. 
With surge and swdl» and everlasting motion, 
Heaving and opening like tumultuous ocean. 

Nor were there wanting there 

Such glories as beseem'd such region well; 

For though with our blue heaven and genial air 

The firmament of Hell might not compare. 

As little might our earthly tempests vie 

With the dread storms of that infernal sky, 

Wliose clouds of all metallic elements 

Sublim'd were full For, when its thunder broke. 

Not all the united World's artillery, 

In one discharge, could equal that loud stroke; 

And though the Diamond powers and Battlements 

Stood firm upon their adamantine rock. 

Yet, while it voUied round the vault of Hell, 

Earth's solid arch was* shaken with the shocks 

And Cities in one mighty ruin fell* 
Through the red sky terrific meteors scour ; 
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Huge Stones come hafling down ; orsulphar-Aoweri 
Floating amid the lurid air like snow. 
Kindles in its descent. 
And with blue fire«drops raina on all bdow. 

At times the whole supernal eleneit 
Igniting, bunt in one vast sheet ^fiamei 

And roar'dl as with the sound 

Of rushing winds, above, below, around; 

Anon the flame was qpent, and oveihead 

A heavy doud of moving darkness qpread. 

Straight to the brazen bridge and gate 
The self-mov'd Chariot bears its mortal load* 
At sight of Carmala, 
On either side the Giant guards divide, 

And give the chariot way. 

Up yonder winding road it rolls along. 

Swift as the bittern soars on spiral wiog, < 

And lo ! the Palace of the Infernal King ! 

Two forms inseparable in unity 



:n. PADALOK. 131 

Hath Yainen; even as with hope or fear 

The Soul regardeth him- doth he appear. 

For hope and fear, 

fchat dread hour, from ominous conscience spring, 

ind err not in their bodiogs* Therefore some, 

They who polluted with offences come. 

Behold him as the King 

Of Terrors, black of aspect, red of eye. 

Reflecting back upon the sinful mind, 

tghten'd with vengeance, and with wrath divine. 

Its own inborn deformity* 

But to the righteous Spirit how benign 

His awful countenance. 

Where, tempering justice with parental love. 

Goodness and heavenly grace 

And sweetest mercy shine ! Yet is he still 

[imself the same, one form, one face, one will; 

And these his twofold aspects are but one ; 

And change is none 

In him, for change in Yamen could not be> 

The Immutable is he. 
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He sate upon a marble sepalclire 
Maauve and huge, where, al the Mcmardi's feet, 
The righteous Baly had hit judgement-seat 
A Golden Throne before them vacaiit atood; 
Three human forms sustained ha pcmdeaoas wdg^ 
With lifted hands outq[iready and shonldars bow'd 
Bending beneath their load* 
A fourth was wanting. Tbey were of the hue 
Of coals of fire; yet were they flesh and blood, 

And living breath Aey drew 9 

And their red eye-balls roll'd with ghastly stare, 

As thus, for thdr misdeeds, they stood tcmnented there. 

On steps of gold those fiery Statues stood, 

Who bore the Golden Throne. A doud behind 

Immoveable was spread ; not aB the light 

Of all the flames and fires of Padalon 

Could pierce its depth of night. 

There Azyoruca veil'd her awful form 

In those eternal shadows : there she sate. 

And as the trembling Souk, who crowd around 
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• 

The Judgement-Seat, received the doom of fate, 

Her giant arms, extending from the doud, 

Drew them within the darkness. Moving out. 

To grasp and bear away the innumerous rout. 

For ever and for ever, thus were seen 

The thousand mighty arms of that dread Oueen. 

Here, issuing from the car, the Glendoveer 
Did homage to the Godt then rais'd his head. 

Suppliants jve. come, he said, 

I need not tell thee by what wrongs opprest. 

For nought can pass on earth to thee unknown ; 

Suflferers from tyranny we seek for rest. 

And Seeva hade us go to Yamen's throne ; 

Here, he hath said, all wrongs diall be redrest. 

Yamen rqpUed, Even now the hour draws near. 

When Fate its hidden ways will manifest. 

Nc^ for light purpose would the Wisest send 

His suppliants here, when we, in doubt and fear, 

I 

The awful issue of the hour attend. 
Wait ye in patience md in faith the end ! 



XXIV. 



THE AMREETA. 



So spake the King of Padalon, when, la! 
The voice of lamentation ceai'd in Hel]»' 
And sudden silence all around them felly. 

Silence more wUd and tmible 

Than all the infernal dissonance before. 

Through that portentous stillnessi far away^ 

Unwonted sounds were he^d, advancing on 

And deepening on their way ; 

For now the inexorable hour 
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Was comOi and, in the fullness of his power. 
Now that the dreadful rites had all been done, 
Kehama from the Swerga hastened down, 
To seize upon the throne of Padalon. 

He came in all his might and majesty. 

With aU his terrors dad, and all his pride ; 

And, by the attribute of Deity, 

Which he had won from Heaven, self-multiplied. 

The dreadful One appeared on every side* 

In the same indivisible point of time. 

At the eight Gates he stood at once, and beat 

The Warden-Gods of Hell beneath his feet ; 

Then, in his brazen Can of triumph, straight. 

At the same moment, drove through every gate. 

By Aullays, hugest of created kind. 

Fiercest, and fleeter than the viewless wind. 

His Cars were drawn, ten yokes of ten abreast, • • 

What less sufficed for such almighty weight i 

Bight bridges from the fiery flood arose 

Growing before his way ; and on he goes, 
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And drives the thundering Chariot-wheek along, 
At once o'er all the roads of Padalon. 

Silent and moticMiless remain 

The Asuras on their bed of pain. 

Waiting, with breathless hope, the great event 

All Hell was hush'd in dread. 

Such awe that Omnipresent coming spread ; 

Nor had its voice been heard, though all its roul 

InnumeraUe had lifted up one shout ; 

Nor if the infernal firmament 

Had, in one unimaginable burst. 

Spent its collected thunders, had the sound 

Been audible, such louder terrcm went 

Before his forms substantial. Round about 

The presence scattered lightnings far and wide, 

That quenched on every side. 

With their intensest blaze, the feebler fire 

Of Padalon, even as the stars go out. 

When, with prodigious light. 

Some blazing meteor fills the astonished night. 

8 
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The Diamond City shakes ; 

The adamantine Rock 

Is loosen'd with the shock ! 

From its fomidation mov'd, it heaves and quakes ; 

The brazen portals crumbling Ml to dust ; 

Prone fall the Giant Guards 

Beneath the AuUays crusb'd ; 

On, on» through Yamenpur, their thundering fe^ 

Speed from all points to Yamen's judgementHBeat. 

Andlo! where multiplied. 

Behind, before him, and on every side, 

Wielding all weapons in his countless hands. 

Around the Lord of Hell Kehama stands ! 

Then, too, the Lord of Hell put forth his might: 

Thick darkness, blacker than the blackest night, 

Rose fix>m their wrath, and veiled 

The unutterable fight* 

The power of Fate and Sacrifice prevailed. 

And soon the strife was done. 

Then did the Man-God re-assume ' 

[is unity, absorbing into one 
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The comnibstantiate shapes ; and as the gloom 

Opened, fallen Yamen on the ground was seen, 

His neck beneath the conquering Rajah's feet, 

Who on the marble tomb 

Had lus triumphal seat. 

SOent the Man«Almighty sate ; a smile 
GleamM on his dreadful lips, the while 
Dallying with power, he paus'd from following up 
His conquest, as a man in social hour 

Sips of the grateful cup. 
Again and yet again, with curious taste, 
Searching its subtle flavour ere he drink: 
Even so Kehama now forbore his haste; 
Having within his reach whatever he sought, 
On his own haughty power he seem'd to muse, 
Pampering his arrogant heart with silent thought. 
Before him stood the Golden Throne in sight, 
Right opposite ; he could not chuse but see. 
Nor seeing chuse but wonder. Who are ye 
Who bear the Golden Throne, tormented there I 
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He cried; for whom doth Destiny prepare 
The imperial seat, and why are ye but Three ? 

FiAST Statue. 

I of the Children of Mankind was first. 

Me miserable i who, adding store to store, 

Heapt up superfluous wealth ; and now accurst, 

For eyer I the frantic crime deplore. 

Second Statue. 

I o*er my Brethren of Mankind the first 

Usurping power, set up a throne sublime, 

A King and Conqueror: therefore thus accurst, 

For ever I in vain repeat the crime. 

Third Statue. 
I on the Children of Mankind the first, 

In God's most holy name, impos'd a tale 

Of impious fiUsehood ; therefore thus accurst. 

For ever I in vain the crime bewaiL 
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Even ai thou here beholdest us. 
Here we have stood, tormented thus, 
Sudi countless ages, that they seem to be 
/ Long as eternity. 

And still we are but Three. 

A Fourth will come to share 

Our pain, at yonder vacant ecnrner bear 

His portion of the burthen, and compleat 

The golden Throne for Yamen's judgement«8eat« 

Thus hath it been appointed : he must be 

Equal in guilt to us, the guilty Three. 
Kehama, come i too long we wait for thee! 

Thereat, with one accord. 

The Three took up the word, like choral song, 

Come, Hajah ! Man-God! Earth's Almighty Lord ! 

Kehama, come ! we wait for thee too long. 

A short and sudden laugh of wondering pride 

Burst from him in his triumph : to reply 
Scornful he deign'd not ; but with altered eye, 
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Wherein some doubtful meaning seemM to lie. 

He tumM to Kailyal. Maiden, thus he cried, 

I need not bid thee see 

How vain it is tp strive with fate's decree. 

When hither thou hast fled to fly from me. 

And lo ! even here thou find'st me at thj side. 

Mine thou must be, being doom'd with me to share 

The Amreeta-cup of immortality; 

Yea, by Myself I swear 

It hath been thus appointed.' Joyfully 

Join then thy hand and heart and will with mine. 

Nor at such glorious destiny repine, 

Nor in thy fbUy more provoke my wrath divine. 

She answered ; I have said. It must not be ! 

• Almighty as thou art^ 

Thou hast put all things underneath thy feet. 

But still the resolute heart 

And virtuous wDl are free. 

Never, oh ! never, . . never . . can there be 

Communion, Rajah, between thee and me. 
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Once more, quoth he, I urge, and onoe atone. 

Thou seeat yon Golden Throne, 

Where I anon shall set thee by my side; 

Take thou thy seat thereoii, 

Kehama's willing bride. 

And I will place the Kingdoms of the World 

Beneath thy Father's feet, 

AjqpiMnting him the King of nunrtal men: 

Else underneath that Throne, 

The Fourth supporter, he shall stand and groan ; 

Prayers will be vain to move my mercy then* 

Again the Virgin answered, I have said! 

Ladurlad caught her in his proud unbrace, 

While on his neck she hid 

In agony her face* 

m 

Bring forth the Amreeta-cup ! Kdiama cried 

To Yamen, rising sternly in his pride. 

It is within the Marble Sepulchre, 

The vanquishM Lord of Padalon replied, 
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Bid it be opened. Give thj treasure up ! 
ExclaimM the Manii>Almightj to the Tomb. 

And at his voice and look 
The massy fabric shook, and opened wide. 
A huge Anatomy was seen redin'd 
Within its marble womb. Give me the Cup ! 

. Again Kehama cried ; no other charm 

Was needed than that voice of stem command. 

From his repose the ghastly form arose. 

Put forth his bony and gigantic arm. 

And gave the Amreeta to the Rajah's hand^ . 

Take ! drink ! with accents dread the Spectre said. 

For thee and Kailyal hath it been assigned. 

Ye only of the Children of Mankind. 

Then wai^ the Man-Almightjr's heart elate ; 

This b the consummation ! he exdaim'd. 

Thus' have I triumphed over Death and Fate. 

Now, Seeva ! look to thine abode ! 

Henceforth, on equal footing we engage. 

Alike immortal now, and we shall wage 
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Our warfare, God to Grod ! 
Joy fill'd his impious soul. 
And to his lips he raised the fiUal bowL 

Thus long the Glendoveer had stood 

Watching the wonders of the eventful hour, 

Amaz'd but undismayed ; for in his heart 

Faith, overcoming fear, maintained its power. 

Nor had that faith abated, when the God 

Of Padalon was beaten down in fight ; 

For then he look'd to see the heavenly might 

Of Seeva break upon them. But when now 

He saw the Amreeta in Kehama's hand» 

An impulse which defied all self-command 

In that extremity 

Stung him, and he resolved to seize the cup, 

And dare the Rajah's force in Seeva's sight. 

Forward he sprung to tempt the unequal firay. 

When lo ! the Anatomy, 

With warning arm, withstood his desperate way, 

And from the Golden Throne the fiery- Three 
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Again, in one accord, renew'd their nong, 
Kehamai come i we wait for thee too long. 

O fool of drunken hope and firantic vice ! 

Madman I to seek for power beyond thj scope 

Of knowledge, and to deem 

. Less than omniscience could suflBce 

To wield omnipotence I O fool, to dream 

That immortality could be 

The meed of evil i • • yea thou hast it now, 

Victim of thine own wicked heart's device, 

Thoubast thine object now,and nowmust pay the price. 

, He did not know the awful mystery 

Of that divinest cup^ that as the lips 

Which touch it, even such its quali^. 

Good or malignant : Madman ! and he thinks 

The blessed prize is won, and joyfully he drinks. 

Then Seeva opened on the Acciursed One 
, His Eye of Anger : upon him alone 

VOL. II. o 
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The wrath-beam filL Hethiidden...biittoolate 

The deed k done. 
The dreadfiil liquor works the wiU of Fate. 

Immortal he would be. 
Immortal he remains; hot Arough his tods 

Torture at once, and immortaU^, 
A stream of poison doth the Amreeta nuii 

Infinite evorlasting agony. 
And while within the bumiog anguish flows. 

His outward body glows 

Like molten ore, beneath die avenging eye, 

Doomed thus to live and burp eternally. 

The fiery Three, 

Beholding him, set up a fiendish cry, 

A song of jubilee : 

Come, Brother, come ! they sung ; too long 

Have we expected thee. 

Henceforth we bear no n)ore 

The unequal weight ; Come, Brother, we are Four 

Vain his ahnightiness, for mightier pain 
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Subdued all power ; pain ruled supreme alone. 

And yielding to the bony hand 

The unemptied cup, he mov'd toward the throne. 

And at the vacant comer took his stand. 

Behold the Golden Throne at length compleat. 

And Yamen silently ascends the Judgeraent-Seat. 

For two alone, of all mankind, to me 

The Amreete-Cup was given, 

Exdaim'd the Anatomy ; 

The Man hath drank, the Woman's turn is next* 

Come, Kailyal, come, receive thy doom, 

And do the WiU of Heaven ! . • 

Wonder, and Fear, and Awe at once perplext 

The mortal Maiden's heart, but over all 

Hope rose triumphant. With a trembling hand* 

Obedient to his call. 

She took the fated Cup ; and, lifting up 

Her eyes, where holy tears began to sweU, 

Is it not your command, 

Te heavenly Powers i as on her knees she feO, 

8 
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The pious Virgin cried ; 

Ye know my innocent wiU, my heart sincere. 

Ye govern all things stiU, 

And wherefore should I fear ! 

She said, and drank. The Eye of Merqr beam'd 

Upon the Maid : a doud of fragrance steam'd 

Like incense-smoke, as all her mortal frame 

Dissolved beneath the potent agency 

Of that mysterious draught ; such quality, 

From her pure touch, the fated Cup partook; 

Like one entranced she knelt. 

Feeling her body melt 

Till all but what was heavenly past away : 

Yet still she felt 

Her Spirit strong within her, the same heart, 

With the same loves, and all her heavenly part. 

Unchanged, and ripen'd to such perfect state, 

In this miraculous birth, as here on Earth, 

Dimly our holiest hopes anticipate. 

Mine! mine! with rapturous joy Ereenia cried, 
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Immortal now, and yet not more divine ; 

Mine, mine, • • for ever mine ! 

The immortal Maid replied, 

For ever, ever, thine ! 

Then Yamen said, O thou to whom, by Fate, 

Alone of all mankind, this lot is given. 

Daughter of Earth, but now the Child of Heaven ! 

Go with thy heavenly Mate, 

Partaker now of his immortal bliss ; 

Go to the Swerga Bowers, 

And there recall the hours 

Of endless happiness. 

But that sweet Angel, for she still retain'd 

Her human loves and human piety. 

As if reluctant at the God's commands. 

Lingered, with anxious eye 

Upon her father fix'd, and spread her hands 

Toward him wistfully. 
Go ! Yamen cried, nor cast that look behind 
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Upon Ladurlad at tiiis parting hoar. 
For thou shalt find him in thy Mother's Bower. 

The Car, for Cannala his word obey'd, 

Mov'd on, and bore away the Maid, 

While from the Golden Throne the Lord of Death 

With love benignant, on Ladurlad smiled, 

And gently on his head his blessing laid* 

As sweetly as a Child, 

Whom neither thought disturbs nor care ^icumben, 

Tir'd with long play, at close of summer dayi 

Lies down and slumbers^ 

Even thus as sweet a boon of sleep partaking. 

By Yamen blest, Ladurlad sunk to rest. 

Blessed that sleep ! more blessed was the waking 1 

For on that night a heavenly morning broke, 

The light of heaven was round him when he woke, 

And in the Swerga, in Yedillian's Bower, 

AU whom he lov'd he met^ to part no more* 

THE END* 
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The Banian 7Vtf«.— XIII. p. 4. 
Ihe JBurghutf or Banian, often measures from twenty- 
fimr to thirty feet in girth. It is distinguished from every 
other tree hitherto known, by the very peculiar circum- 
stance of throwing out roots from all its brandies. These, 
being pendant, and perfectly lax, in time reach the ground, 
which they poietrate, and ultimately become substantial 
props to the very massy horizontal boughs, which, but for 
such a support, must either be stopt in their growth; or 
give way, from their own weight. Many of these guan- 
dam roots, changing their outward appearance from a 
brown rough rind to a regular bark, not unlike that of 
the beech, increase to a great diameter. They may be 
often seen from four to five feet in circumference, an4 
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in a true perpendicular line. An obaerver, ignorant of 
their nature, might think them artificialy and that they 
bad been placed for the pnipoBe of soataining the boqgfis 
from which thqr originated. They proceed fiom all the 
brandies indiKriminately, whether near or fiu: semoved 
from the growid. Th^ appear like new swabs, sodi ai. 
are in use on board ships: however, few readi sufficient^ 
low to take a hold of the soil, except those of the lower- 
branches. I have seen some do so from agrent he^hlt. 
but they were thin, and did not promise wdL Many o€ 
the ramifications pendant from the higher boog^ are 
seen to tura round the lower branches^ but without any 
obvious eSbct on either ; possibly, liowjever,die|^inqr de- 
rive sustenance, even fjrom that paitial mode of Qommih 
nication. The height of a full-grown Banian may be froai 
sixty to eighty feet ; and many of them; X am fully con- 
fident, cover at least two acres. Their leaves are similar 
to^ but rather larger than those of the laui^eL The wood 
of the trunk is used only for fuel ; it is light and brittle; 
but the pillars formed by the roots are valuably being ei- 
tremely elastic and light, working with ease, and posscM- 
ing great toughness : it resembles a good kind of ash*^ 
Oriental Field Sports^ vol* ii. p. 1 13., 



KOTEer.. I5S: 



'The Well 



Which they, with mcrifke cf rural pride^ 
Have wedie4 to the Cocoa^Graoe beside.—XJIL p. 5* 
it 18 a general piactioe, that, when a plantation is made», 
a well should be dug at one of its sides. The well and 
the tope are married ; a ceremony at which all the village 
attends^ and in which oi^n much mon^ is expended.. 
The wdl M considered as the husband, as its waters^, 
which are copiously furnished to the young trees during 
the first hot season, are supposed to cherish and impreg- 
nate them. Though vanity and superstiticm are evident- 
ly the basis of these institutions^ yet we cannot help ad- 
miring their eflfects, so beautiAiUy ornamenting a torrid, 
eountary, and aflfording such general oonveniencerf— Ort«ii-. 
yd Spartif pi 10.. 

TafiA;i.r-Xin. p. $, 
Some of these tanks are of very great extent^ oftea 
covering eigjit or ten acres ; and,, besides having steps of 
masonry, perhaps fifty or sixty feet in breadth, are faced 
with^brick-work, plastered in the most substantial manner.. 
The comers are generally ornamented with round or poly- 
gon pavilions of a neat ^pearance.-^Orieii^a/ Sports, vol.. 
ij.p. 116. 
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There aie two kinds of tanks, which we oonfiDOiid I 
one common name, though nothing can be more dift 
The first is the Eray^ which is formed by tioowi 
momid or bank across a valley or hoUow groand, so 
the rain water collects in the iq)per part of the ¥aflfly,« 
is let out on the lower part by sluioes, for the pnipo 
of cultifation. The other kind is the Culamf wkkh 
formed by digging out the earth, and is destined Ibr si 
plying the inhabitants with water for domestic pmposs 
The Culamt are very frequently Uned on all the finirade 
with cut stone, and are the mostel^gant woricsbf die» 
tives.— Buchanan. 

Where there are no springs <v riven to furnish tfaen 
with wat^, as it is in the northern parts, where there sre 
but two or three springs, they supply this defect by sa- 
ving of rain water ; which they do by casting up great 
banks in convenient places, to stop and contain the nuns 
that fall, and so save it till they have occasion to let it 
out into the fields : They are made rounding, like a C , or 
half-moon. Every town has one of these ponds, whkli, 
if they can but get filled with water, they count their com 
is as good as* in the barn. It was no small work to the 
ancient inhabitants to make all these banks, of which 
there is a great number, being some two, some three fs- 
thoms in height, and in length some sibove a mile, sopie 
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lesSf niot all of a size. They are now grown over with 
great trees, and so seem natural hills. When they would 
use the water, they cut a gap in one end of the bank, 
and so draw the water by little and little, as they have 
occasion, for the watering their com. 
' These ponds, in dry weather, dry up quite* If they 
should dig these ponds deq>, it would not be so conve- 
nient for theuL It would indeed contain the water wdl, 
but would not so well, nor in such plenty, empty out it- 
self into their grounds. In these ponds are alligators, 
whidi, when the water is dried up, depart into the woods, 
and down, to the rivers, and, in the time of rains, come 
1^ again into the pondft They are but small, nor do use 
to catch people, neyertheleBs th^y stand in some fe^ of 
them, 

• The com th^ sow in these parts is of that sort that is 
soonest ripe, fearing lest their waters sbould fail. As the 
water dries out of these ponds, they make use of them 
for fields, treading the mud with buffiiloes, and then sow- 
ing rice thereon, and frequently casting up water with 
scoops on it.T-KKOX, p. 9< 

• • 

I .The Lotus.'^XlU. p. 5. 

• The lotus abounds in the numerous lakes and p<mds 6i 
tJie province of Garab ; and we bad the pleasure of coQK 
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paring tevttral varieties; iiqg>e«»dfiil, mlkt^ 
with deep or with faint tints of nd. To m 
simple elegance of the white lotas gains i 
heauty from the multiplication of its 
tinge of gaudy hue ; but the richest tint 
when a lake, covered with fuU-Uown 
ted.— >/biinify/ron Mirit^r io Nagpmr, 
wud Raster, 1800. 

Tkey built ihem up a Bmer^ 4rew-— SIL pu 6; 
The materials of which these houses are asade areal^ 
ways easy to be procured^ and the structore is so saapls^ 
that a spadous, and by no means IkncomfiMtaUe dwsDu^ 
suited to the climate^ may be erected in one day. Oar 
habitation, consisting of three small rooms, and a hsU- 
open to the north, in little more than four hours was in 
readiness for our reception ; fifty or sixty labourers cook 
pleted it in that time, and on emergency could perfimn 
the work in much less^ Bamboos, grass for thatching,, 
and the ground rattan, are all the materials requisite i 
not a nail is used in the whole edifice : A row of stroif. 
bamboos, from eight to ten feet high, ere fixed firm in the 
ground, which describe the outline, and are the supporten 
of the building : smaller bamboos are then tied horizon^ 
tally, by strips of the ground rattan, to these upright postst 
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aides with similar ligatures: bamboo rafters are ^licUy 
nisedy and a roof formed, over which thatch is spread in 
Mgnkur layers* and bound to the loof by filaments of rat- 
tan. A £kMMr o£ bamboo grating is next laid in the inside^ 
elevated two or three feet above the ground : this grating 
is suj^rted on bamboos, and covered with mats and 
carpets. Thus ends the process, which is not more sim- 
ile than effedvuiL When the workmen take pains, a 
kouse of this sort is proof against veiy inclement weather* 
We ezperienced, during our stay at Meeaday, a severe 
stpnn of wind and rain,. but no water penetrated, nor 
Itech escaped : and if the tempest should blow down 
tjie house, the inhabitants would run no risk of having 
tbeir brains knoc^Led out, or their bones broken ; the fall 
of the whole fabric would not crush a lady's lap-dog.^*- 
Syucss's Embassy to. Alia. 

Jungk'graii.-^XIXh p. 6^ 
In this district the long grass called jungle is more pre- 
valent than I ever yet noticed. It rises^ to the height of 
seven or eight feet, and is topped with a beautiful white 
down, resembling a swan's feather. It is the mantle with 
which nature here covers idl the uncultivated ground, and 
at once veils the ipdolenoe of the people and the naked* 
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neM of their land. It haiafineihewy q) |mnm cie,Mit 
iindiilMCT in the wind, like the wsycs of the Mib Do- | acn 
thing but the want of greater variety to its cokwr pre- 
vents it from being one of the finest and most besotifid 
objects in that rich store of productioiis with which n- 
ture spontaneously supplies the impfovident nti&mr' 
Tbnhaiit. 

In tuch libations, pouted in open glade$. 
Betide clear itreams and solitary skadet. 
The Spirits of the virtuous dead deiighi.'^Xni. p. OL 
The Hindoos are enjoined by the Feds to olfer a cake^ 
which is called Peenda, to the ghosts of their anoestion) 
as far back as the third generation. This oeranonf is 
performed on the day of the new moon in eveiy montk 
The offering of water is in like manner commanded to 
be performed daily; and this ceremony is called TarfSM, 
to satisfy, to appease. The souls of such men as have 
lefl children to continue their generation, are supposed 
to be transported, immediately upon quitting their bodies, 
into a certain region called the Peetree Logy where they 
may continue in proportion to then* former virtues, pro* 
vided these ceremonies be not neglected ; otherwise they 
are precipitated into Nark, and doomed to be bom again 
in the bodies of unclean beasts; and until, by repeated 
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fqjeneratioiis, all their sins are done away, and they at- 
tain such a degree of perfection as will entitle them to 
what 18 called Mooktee^ eternal salvation, by which is 
imderBtood a release from future transmigration^ and an 
abaorption in the nature of the godhead^ who is called 
Brahmw— Wjlkins. Note to the JBhagvat Geeta. 

The divine manes are always pleased with an oblation 
in empty glades, naturally clean, on the banks of rivers, 
and in solitary spots^— Jfi<^ ofMenu* 

Voomdavee.—Xni. p. 8. 
This wife of Veeshnoo is the Groddess of the Earth 
and of Patience. No direct adoration is paid her; but 
«lie is held to be a silent and attentive spectator of aU 
diat passes in the worlds— Kindsbiley. 

Tassel Grass.-^'XnL p. 9. 
The Surputy or tassel-grass, which is much the same as 
the guinea-grass, grows to thie height of twelve or four- 
teen feet. Its stem becomes so thidk as to resendiile in 
some measure a reed. It is very strong, and grows very 
luxuriantly : it is even used as a fence agamst cattle; for 
which purpose it is often planted on banks, excavated 
firom ditches, to enclose fields of com, &c. It grows wild 
in all the uncultivated parts of India, but especially in th^ 



168 KOTK& 

lower provincesy in which it oocnpieB immenie tncti) 
•ometimet mixiiig with» and riaiDg above ooppioes ; at 
fording an aayliun for elephants) rfainooerosesy tygers, && 
It frequently is laid by high winds, of which breediii|f 
sows fiul not to take advantage, by forming thdr nesta^ 
and concealing their yoong under the proetrate grasB^-* 
Oriemial Sportt^ vol. L p. SS* 

I/^from his trunk, uptum'df aloft keJUngM 
The grateful thower, and nom. 
Plucking the broad-leaved bough 
Of yonder plane,'^he moves it to andJro^^lOILp. 9. 
Nature has provided the elephant with mieans to ooo) 
its heated sur&ce, by enabling it to draw from its throst^ 
by the aid of its trunk, a copious suf^ly of saliva, whicb 
the animal spurts with force very frequently all over its 
skin. It also sucks up dust, and blows it over its beck 
and sides, to keep off the flies, and may often be seea 
fanning itself with a large bough, which it uses with great 
ease and dexterity* — Oriental ^orts, vol. i. p. 100. 

Till his strong temples^ bath*d with sudden dews^ 
Their fragrance of delight and love diffuse. — ^XIII. p. 10^ 
The Hindoo poets frequently allude to the fragrsat 
juice which oozes, at certain seasons, from small duct& 
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in the tenqiles of the male elephant^ and is mefbl in re- 
lieving him from the redundant moisture, with which he 
is then oppressed ; and they eren describe the bees as 
allured by the scent, and mistaking it for that of the 
sweetest fbwers. When Crishna visited Sanc'ha-dwip) 
and had destroyed the demon who infested that delight- 
ful country, he passed along the bank of a river, and was 
diarmed with a delicious odour, which its waters difiused 
in their course: He was eager to view the source of so 
flagrant a stream, but was informed by the natives that 
it flowed from the temples of an elephant, immensely 
huge, milk-white, and beautifully formed; that he go- 
verned a numeroua race of elephants ; and that the odo- 
lifisfous fluid which exuded from his temples in the sea- 
aoa of love had formed the river ; that the Devas, or in- 
ferior gods, and the Apsarases, or nymphs, bathed and 
qported in its waters, impassioned and intoxicated with 
tfie Uqpad per&me.— Wilvord> Anatic Raearehei. 

ne antic monfteyi, whate wild gambols lait 
Shook the whole vooif.— -XIII. p« la 
They are so numerous on the island of Bulama, says 
Captain Beaver in \m excellent book, thai I have seen,^ 
on a calm evening, when there was not an air sufficient- 
ly strong to agitate a leai^ the whole surrounding wood 
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in 88 much motioii, fvom their playful gponbols among its 
branchesy as if it had bk>wii a strong wind. 

Not that in emulous Mil that sweetat bird 
Her rival ttrain would /rjr.— XIII. p. 11. 
I have been assured^ by a credflile eye-witness, tint 
two wild antelopes used often to oome from their woods 
to the place where a more savage beast, Sirajuddaahh, 
entertained himself with concerts, and that they listened 
to the strains with an appearance of pleasure, till the 
monster, in whose soul there was no music, shot one of 
them, to display his archery. A learned native of tbis 
country told me that he had frequently seen the most 
venomous and malignant snakes leave their holesy upon 
hearing tunes on a flute, which, as he supposed, gave them 
peculiar delight An inteUigent Persian, who r^>eated 
his story again and again, and permitted me to write it 
down from his lips, declared, he had more than onoe 
been present when a celebrated lutanist, Mirza Moham' 
medy Bumamed Bulbul, was playing to a laige company, 
in a grove near iS^tra;;, where he distinctly saw the 
nightingales trying to vie with the musician ; sometimes 
warbling on the trees, sometimes fluttering from branch 
to branch, as if they wished to approach the instrument 
whence the melody proceeded, and at length dropping on 
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'• ground^ in a kind of ecstacy, from which tbej were 
m raised* he assured me, by a change of the mode* I 
rdly know, says Sir William Jones, how to disbelieve 
I testimony of men who had no system of their own 
support, and could have no interest in deceiving me^— 
'atic Researches* 

No idle ornaments deface 
Ser natural grace* — ^XUI. p. 11. 
The Hindoo Wife, in Sir William Jones's poem, de- 
ibes her own toilet-tasks : — 

Nor were my m'ght thoughts, I confess, 
Free from solicitude for dress ; 
How best to bind my flowing hair 
With art, yet with an artless air,-* 
My hair, like musk in scent and hue, 
Oh ! blacker &r, and sweeter too ! 
In what nice braid^ or glossy curl^ 
To fix a diamond or a pearl, 
And where to smooth the love-spread Uxh 
With nard or jasmin's fragrant oils; 
How to adjust the golden Teic^* 
And most adorn my forehead sleek ; 



• Properly Tetca, ao ornament of gold placed above the 
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What Cofuiait * shoald enriilaae my eaiii 
Like iSet^a'sf waves, or Seitt^sXtan; 
How eleguitly to dispoBe 
Bright drdeti for my wdl-form'd nose; 
With ttringB of ruMes how to dedi. 
Or emerald rows, my stately nedc ; 
While some that ebon tower embraoedf 
Some pendent sought my slender waist | 
How next my purfled veil to chose 
Prom sflken stores of varied hues. 
Which would attract the roving view, 
Pink, violet, purine, (»ange, blue ; 
The loveliest mantle to select, 
Or unembellished or bedec^'d; 
And how my twisted scarf to place 
With most inimitable grace, 
(Too thin its warp, too fine its woof» 
For eyes of males not beauty-proof;) 
What skirts the mantle best would sui^ 
Ornate, with stars, or tissued fruit. 



* Pendents* 

f Seita Cundf or the Pool ofSeita^ the wife of Ra 
the name given to the wonderful spring at Mangeir, 
boiling water, of exquisite clearness and purity • 

} Her tearii when she was made captive by the 
Bawan, 
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The flower-embroidered or the plaint 

With silver or with golden vein ; 

The Chury • bright, which gaylj shows 

Fair objects aptly to compose ; 

How each smooth arm, and each soft wristy 

By richest Coieet f might be kiss'd. 

While some my taper ankles round. 

With sunny radiance tinged the ground. 

See how he kisses the lip of my rival, and imprints on 
r forehead an ornament of puro musk, black as the 
ung antelope on the lunar orb ! Now, like tiie husband 
Betif he fixes white blossoms on her dark locks, where 
ey gleam like flashes oi lightning among the curled 
Duds. On her breasts, like two firmaments, he places 
string of gems like a radiant constellation; he binds 
I her arms, graceful as the stalks of the water-lily, and 
bmed with hands glowing like the petals of its flower, 
bracelet of sa{^hires, which resemble a cluster of beesk 
h I see how he ties round her waist a rich girdle illu* 
lined with golden bells, which seem to laugh as they tin^ 
[e, at the mferior brightness of the leafy garlands which 
»vers hang on their bowers, to propitiate the god of 



• A small mhrror worn ia a riiig« 
f Bracelets* 
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desire. He plaees her soft foot^ as he redines by her 
side, on his ardent bosom, and stains it with the ruddy 
hue of Yavaca.— JScmgf cfJajfodeva. 

SandaUttreak.'^lSJSi. p. 11. 

The Hindoos, especially after bathing, paint their fiicefl 
with ochres and sandal-wood ground very fine into s 
pulp. 

The custom is principally confined to the male sex, 
though the women occasionally wear a round spot^ 
either of sandal, which is of a light dun colour, or of 
iinguiff^ that is, a preparation of vermilion, between the 
eye-brows, and a stripe of the same running up the 
front of the head, in the furrow made according to the 
general practice of dividing all tlie frontal hair equally to 
the right and left, where it is rendered smooth, and 
glazed by a thick mucilage, made by steeping lintseed 
for a while in water. When dry, the hair is all firmly 
matted together, and will retain its form for numy days 
together. — Oriental Sports, vol. i. p. 871. 

Nor arm, nOr an /c/e-ri»g.— XIII. p. 11, 
Glass rings are universally worn by the women of the 
Decan, as an ornament on the wrists ; and their apply- 
ing closely to, the arm is considered as a mark of delica* 
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ey and beauty, for they must of course be past over the 
hand. In doing this a girl seldom escapes without draw- 
ing blood, and rubbing part of the skin from her hand ; 
and as every well-dressed girl has a number of rings on 
each arm, and as these are frequently breaking, the poor 
creatures sufier much from their love of admiration.— 
Buchanan. 

TA6 dear retreat — ^Xm. p. 12. 
There is a beautiful passage in Statins, which may be 
quoted here : It is in that poet's best manner : 

Qualis vicino volucris jam seduia partu^ 
Jamque timens quft fronde domum suspendat inanem, 
Providet hinc ventos, hinc anxia oogitat anguesy 
Hinc homines ; tandem dubiae placet umbra, novisque 
Vix stetit in ramis, et protinus arbor amatur. 

AchiL ii. 212* 

JagO'NauU'^Xrf. p. 16» 

This temple is to the Hindoos what Mecca is to the 

Mahommedans. It is resorted to by pilgrims from every 

quarter of India. It is the chief seat of Brahminical 

power, and a strong-hold of their superstition. At the 

VOL. II* H 
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fatifal of dw Bitt Jbttn» wewtn bnBdred tfaoo- 
enoBt (m bM been rnnyleil bj tlie Pundits » 
CoOcge) MHBUe at tbb [Jmt The «wiifi»f of deilfai 
ev, cnaed bf volnntaiy dev aUan c nt , by nn- 
§or noo-fn^Bait of die dannnde of the 
or bj dw icara^ of prowisians for godi t 
nmldtode, it incredible. Hie predncts of dw plane ve 
co^red with bonesw— Clausius Buchamak. 

Manj thoiwwdi of people are employed in currywg 
water fitom Hmdwar to J^ggeraat, fiir die uies of tint 
temple. ItittheresuppoiedtDbepeoQiiaiijholjryMit 
ianiet from what it called die Cow's Mondi. This n- 
perstttioiis notion is the cause of as mndi lost kbov 18 
woold long since have co n verte d the lafgeat pcranoe df 
Asia into a gaiden. The nnndien thus employed are 
immense ; the3r travel with two flasks of the water dung 
over the shoulder by means of an dastic pieoe of bam- 
boo. The same quantity which employs, peihaps» fifteen 
thousand persons, might easily be carried down the 
Ganges in a few boats annually. Princes and fiunilies of 
distinction have this water carried to them in all parts of 
Hindostan ; it is drank at £Ba8ta» as well as upon leUfi- 
ous occasions.*— TsKNANT^ 

A small river near Kinouge is held by aome as evai 
more e£Bicadou8 in washing away moral defilement than 
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die Ganges itself. Dr Teonaiit says, that a person in 
Ceylon drinks daily of this water, thou^ at the distance 
of, perhaps, three thousand miles, and at the expense of 
five thousand rupees per month ! 

No distinction of casts is made at this temple, but all, 
like a nation descended from one common stod^, eal^ 
drink, and make merry togetlierw— STAVOBiMUfl. 

Tke ieveu-headed JUoL-^JSV. p. 16. 

The idol of jMggemat is in shape like a serpent, with 
seven heads; atad on the dieeks of each head it hath the 
ibrm of a wing u|>on each cfaeek, ^^Moh wings open «nd 
shut and flap as it Is carried in a stateJif ehariot, and the 
idol in the midst of it ; and one ^the uioguli sistiiig be« 
liind it in the chariot, ilpon a conv6ttient place, wish a 
canopy, to keep the sun from injuring cilt 

When I, with hdrror, behcdd these strange things, I 
called to mind the eighteenth chapter of tiie Revdationgf 
)uid the first vase, and likewise the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth verses of the said chapter, in^eh places there 
Is a beast, and sudh idolatrous worsfa^-nietilioned; and 
those sayings in tJiat text are herein tndy aeisbmplidied 
in the sixteenth verse ; for Chis Bramimw all marked in 
tlie finrehead, and likewise all Ifaiat eoHieto Worab^ die 




172 NOTES. 

idol are marked also in their fordiead&— ^ — ^Brutok. 
ChurchilPt CoUectkm. 

The Chariot of the G^— XIV. p. 17. 

The size of the chariot is not exaggerated. Speaking 
of other such, Niecamp says, Currus tarn horrenda mag- 
nitudinit tuntf ut vel mille homines uni trahendo vix tuf* 
Jiciant.'-'L 10. § 18. 

They have buUt a great chariot, that goeth on sixteen 
wheels of a side, and every wheel is five feet in height, 
and the chariot itself is about thirty feet h^;fa. In this 
chariot, on their great festival days, at night, they place 
their wicked god Jaggamat ; and all the Bramins, be- 
ing in number nine thousand, then attend this great idol, 
besides of ashmen andfackeires some thousands^ or more 
than a good many. 

The chariot is most richly adorned with most rich and 
costly ornaments ; and the aforesaid wheels are placed 
very complete in a round circle^ so artificially, that eveiy 
wheel doth its proper office without any impediment; 
foe the chariot is aloft, and in the centre betwixt the 
wheels : they have also more than two thousand l^hts 
with them: And this chariot, with the idol, is also 
drawn with the greatest and best men of the town p and 
they are so eager and greedy to draw it, that whosoever. 
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by shouldering, crowding, shoving, heavmg, thrusting, or 
any violent way, can but come to lay a hand upon the 
ropes, they think themselves blessed and happy : and, 
when it is going along the city, there are many that wUl 
otkr themselves as a sacrifice to this idol, and desperate* 
]y lie down on the ground, that the chariot-wheels may 
run over them, whereby they are killed outright ; some 
get broken arms, some broken legs ; so that many of 
them are so destroyed, and by this means they think to 
merit heaven. — Bruton. Churchill's Collection, 

They sometimes lie down in the track of this machine 
a few hours before its arrival, and, taking a soporifer- 
ous draught, hope to meet death asleep.'—CLAUDlus 
Buchanan. 

A harlot-baruL-^XlV, p. 23. 
There are in India common women, called Wives of 
the Idol. When a woman has made a vow to obtain 
children, if she brings into the world a beautiful daugh- 
ter, she carries her to Bodf so their idol is called, with 
whom she leaves her. This girl, when she is arrived at a 
proper age, takes an apartment in the public place, hangs 
a curtain before the door, and waits for those who are 
passing, as well Indians as those of other sects among 
whom this debauchery is permitted. She prostitutes 
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benelf for a certain prioe^ and all that she can tlras a» 
foire she carries to the priest of the ido)^ th^ be may 
apply it to the service of the temple. Let U8» says the 
Mohammedan relater, bless the almighty and glorious 
God, that he has chosen us» to exen^t us from all ^ 
crimes into which men are led by their vaA^e£t^Anti' 
enna Relations, 

Incited, unquestionably, says Mr Maurice, by the loe- 
voglyphic emblem of vice so conqpicuoudy elevated, sod 
so strikin^y painted in the ten^les of Mahadeo^ the 
priests of that deity industriously selected the most 
beautiful females that could be found, and, in thor ten- 
derest yearg, with great pomp and solemnity, consecn* 
ted them (as it is impiously called) to the service of the 
presiding divinity of the pagoda. They were trained up 
in every art to delude and to delight; and, to the fasci- 
nation of external beauty, their artful betrayers added 
the attractions arising from mental accomplishments. 
Thus was an invariable rule of the Hindoos, that tspomen 
have no concern with literature^ dispoosed with upon 
this infamous occasion. The moment these hapless vic- 
tims reached maturity, they fell victims to the lust of the 
Brahmins. They were early taught to practise the most 
alluring blandishments, to roll the expressive eye of wan- 
ton pleasure, and to invite to criminal indulgence, by 
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Stealing upon the beMder the tender look of volnptuoiis 
languishing. They were instruct^ to mould their ele- 
gant and airy fomns into the most entietng attitudes and 
the most lascivious gestures, while the rapid and grace* 
fnl motion of their feet, adorned with golden bells, and 
guttering with jewels, kept unison with the exquisite me* 
lody of their voices. Every pagoda has a band of these 
young syrens, whose business, on great festivals, is to 
dance in public before the idol, to sing hynms in his ho* 
nour, and m private to enrich the treasury of that pa* 
goda with the wages of prostitution. These women are 
not, however, regarded in a dishonourable l^ht; they 
are considered as wedded to the idol^ and they partrice of 
the veneradon paid to him. They are forbidden even to 
desert the pagoda where they are educated, and are ne- 
ver permitted to marry; but the offiprin^if any, of their 
criminal embraces are consklered as sacred to the idol : 
the boys are taught to play on the sacred instruments 
used at the festivals, and the daughters are devoted to 
the abandoned occupations of their motherB.-*-rfMiMis 
Antiqmtiet, 

These impostors take a young maid, of the fiiiresk 
they can meet with, to be the bride, (as they speak and 
bear the besotted people in hand) of Jagannatf and 
they leave her all night in the temple (whither they 
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hwe carried her) with the idol, making her believe that 
Jagannai himself will oome and embrace her, and ap- 
pointing her to ask him, whether it will be a fruitful year, 
what kind of processions, feasts, prayers, and alms be 
demands to be made for it. In the mean tiilie one d 
these lustful priests enters at night by a little back-door 
into the temple, deflowereth this young maid, and maketh 
her beh'eve any thing he pleaseth ; and the next day, be- 
ing tranqx>rted from this temple into another with the 
same magnificence, she was carried before upon the cfaa^ 
riot of triumph, on the side of J^ganmU her brid^groon : 
these Brahmant make her say aloud, before all the peo- 
ple, whatsoever she had been taught of these cheats, ai 
if she had learnt it from the very mouth of Jagannatr^ 
Bernier. 

Baly.'-XV, p. fi9. 
The fifth incarnation was in a Bramin dwarf, under the 
name of Vamen; it was wrought to restrain the pride of 
the giant Baly. The latter, after having conquered the 
gods, expelled them from Sorgon ; he was generous, true 
to his word, compassionate, and charitable. Vichenou, 
under the form of a very little Bramin, presented himself 
before him while he was sacrificing, and asked him for 
three paces of land to build a hqt. Baly ridiculed the 
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apparent imbeeility of the dwarf, in telling him, that he 
ought not to limit his demand to a bequest so trifling ; 
that his generosily could bestow a much laiger donation 
of land. Vamen answered. That, being of so small a 
stature, what he asked was more than sufficient The 
prince immediatiel y granted his request^ and, to ratify his 
donation, poured water into his right hand; which was 
no sooner done than the dwarf grew so prodigiously, 
that his body filled the universe 1 He measured the 
earth with one pace, and the heavens with another, and 
tlien summoned Baly to give him his word for the third. 
The prince then recognised Vichenou, adored him, and 
presented his head to him ; but the god, satisfied with 
his submission, sent him to govern the Padalon, and 
permitted him to return every year to the e^rth, the day 
of the full moon, in the* month of November.— SoNNS* 
hat's Vaj/ages, yol. i. p* 9^ 

The sacred cortL-^XV. p. 83. 
The Brahmans who officiate at the temples generally 
go with their heads uncovered, and the upper part of the 
body naked. The Zennar^ or sacred string, is hung 
round the body from the left shoulder ; a piepe of white 
cotton cloth is wrapped round the loins, which descends 
under the knee^ but lower on the left side than on the 
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K«la •fMiliilialipftr, the Cliy cT ihefictf tiUlfi 



A rock, or ntiier IdD of flioiMk a tint wfaichintaK 
groitet the tttoition oo apprasduqg die pboe ; ftr 18 it 
jriiet abnipdy out of a lerd phin of great extent, eon- 
•ittt chiefly of one sin^e stooe^ and is sttaated very neir 
to the fea-beacfat it it such a kind of object as an inqo- 
iitiTe traTeUer would naturally turn aside to examiDe. 
Its shape is also singular and romantic, and, from a di^ 
tant view, has an appearance like some antique and lofty 
edifice. On coming near to the foot of the rodi fittt 
the north, works of imagery and sculpture crowd so 
thick upon the eye, as might seem to ftvour the ideirf 
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a petrified town, like those that have been ftbled m di£» 
fluent parts of the worid, by too credulous traveUen* 
Ptoceeding on bj die foot of the hill, on the side fiuang 
tfie sea, there is a pagoda rising out of the ground, of one 
adid stone, about sixteen or eighteen feet high, which 
seems to have been cut upon the spoif out of a detached 
locky that has been found of a proper size for that pur- 
pose. The top is arched, and the style of architecture 
according to whidi it is formed difierent from any now 
used in those parts. A little further on, there appears, 
upon a huge surface of stone, that juts out a little from 
the side of the hiD, a numerous group of human ^ures^ 
in bass-rdief, considerably laig^ than We, representing 
the most remarkaUe persons whose actions are celebra- 
ted in the MahAbharit, each of them in an attitude, or 
with weapons, or other insignia, expressive of his cha- 
lacter, or of some one of his mo^ famous exploits. All 
these figures are doubtless much less distinct than they 
were at first ; for upon comparing these and the rest of 
the sculptures that are exposed to the sea-air, with 
others at the same plaoe^ whose situation has afibrded 
them protection from that element, the difference is stri« 
king ; the former being every where much defaced, while 
the others are fresh as recently finished. An excavation 
in another part of the east side of the great rock appears 
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to have been made on the same plan, and for the same 
purpoeey that Chowltries are usually buflt in that ooun- 
tiy, that is to say, for the aooommodation of traveUen. 
The rock is hollowed out to the size of a spacious room, 
and two or three rows of pillars are left, as a seeming 
support to the mountainous mass of stone which forms 
the roof. 

The ascent of the hill on the north is, from its nataral 
shape, gradual and easy at first, and is id other parts ren- 
dered more so, by very excellent steps, cut out in seve* 
ral places where the communication would be difficult 
or impracticable without them. A winding stair of this 
sort leads to a kind of temple cut out of the sdUd rode, 
with some figures of idols in high relief upon the walls^ 
very well finished. From this temple there are flights of 
steps, that seem to have led to some edifice formerly 
standing upon the hill ; nor does it seem absurd to sup- 
pose that this may have been a palace, to which this tem- 
ple may have appertained ; for, besides the small detach- 
ed ranges of stairs that are here and there cut in the 
rock, and seem as if they had once led to difierent parts 
of one great building, there appear in many places small 
water channels cut also in the rock, as if for drains to an 
house ; and the whole top of the hiU is strewed with 
small round pieces of brick, which may be supposed. 
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from their appearance, to have been worn down to their 
present form during the lapse of many ages. On a plain 
surface of the rock, which may once have served as the 
floor of some apartment, there is a platform of stones 
about 8 or 9 feet long, by 3 or 4 wide, in a situation ra- 
ther elevated,' with two or three steps leading up. to it, 
perfectly resembling a couch or bed, and a lion very wdl 
executed at the upper end of it, by way of pillow; the 
whole of one piece, being part of the hill itself. This 
ihe Bramins, inhabitants of the place^ call the bed of 
Dhermar&jah, or Judishter, the eldest of the five bro* 
thers, whose exploits are the leading subject in the Ma- 
habh&rit. And at a considerable distance from this, at 
such a distance, indeed^ as the apartments of the women 
might be supposed to be from that of the men, is a bath, 
excavated also feom the rock, with steps in the insid^ 
which the Brapins call the Bath of Dropedy, the wife of 
Judishter and his brothers. *How much credit is due to 
this tradition, and whether this stone couch may not have 
been anciently used as a kind of throne, rather than a 
bed, is matter for future enquiry. A circumstance, how- 
ever, which may seem to favour this idea is, that a 
throne, in the Shanscrit and other Hindoo languages, is 
called Singh&ieny which is compounded of Sing, a lioo, 
and dsenf a seat. . 
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Millions of figures Fantasy presents 
Unto that sorrow wakened grief augments. 

His new misfortune makes deluded Sleep 
S&y 'twas not so : — false dreams the truth deny i 
Wherewith he starts; feels waking cares do creep 
Upon his soul, and gives his dream the H^ 
Tlien sleeps again :^and then again as deep 
Deceits of darkness mock his miseiy. 

Civil War^ Book II. sL 53, 58, 

TOe -4tt/%.— XVI. p. 44. 
This monster of Hindoo imagination is a horse with 
the trunk of an elephant, but bearing about the same prot> 
portion to the elephant in size, that the elephant itself 
does to a common sheep. In one of the prints to Mr 
Kindersle/s '' Specimens of Hindoo Literature," anaul- 
lay is represented taking up an elephant with his trunlu 



'Did then the Ocean wage 



His war for love and envy^ not in rage^ 

thou fair Qit^t that he spares thee thus ^-^XVI. p. 45. 

Malecheren, (which is probably another name for Baly), 

in an excursion which he m^de one da^ alone^ and ia 
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disguise, came to a garden in the environs of his dty 
Mah&balipoor, where was a fountain so inviting, that two 
celestial nymphs had come down to bathe there. The 
Rajah became enamoured of one of them, who conde- 
scended to allow of his attachment to her ; and she and 
her sister nymph used thenceforward to have frequent 
interviews with him in that garden. On one of those oc- 
casions they brought with them a male inhabitant of the 
heavenly regions, to whom they introduced the Rajah ; 
and between him and Malecheren a strict friendship en- 
sued ; in consequence of which he agreed, at the Rajah's 
earnest request, to carry him in disguise to see the court 
of the divine Inder, — a favour never before granted to 
any mortal. The Rajah returned from thence with new 
ideas of splendour and magnificence, which he immedi- 
ately adopted in regulating his court and his retinue^ and 
in beautifying his seat of government By this means 
Mah^balipoor became soon celebrated beyond all the 
cities of the earth ; and an account of its magnificen<^ 
having been brought to the gods assembled at the court 
of Inder, their jealousy was so much excited at it, that 
they sent orders to the God of the Sea to let loose his 
billows, and overflow a place which impiously pretended 
to vie in splendour with their celestial mansions. This 
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oommand he obeyed, and the city was at once overflofF* 
ed by that furious element, nor has it ever since htm 
Me to rear its head.— Chambers. Asiat. Rei. 

Mound thme ttrange waters they rifpair.-^XVl. p. 48. 

In the Bahia dos Artifices^ which is between the river 
Jagoarive and S. Miguel, there are many springs of froh 
water, which may be seen at low tide, and these springi 
are frequented by fish and by the seapcow, wfakh diej 
say conies to drink there.— *-jyoticuu th BraxU. MSB. L 8. 

The inhabitants of the Feroe Islands seek for cod k 
places where there Is a fresh-water i^ng at the bottonk 
-^Landt. 

The Sheekriw^XVUl. p. 71. 
This weapon, which is often to be seen in one of the 
wheel-spoke hands of a Hindoo god, resembles a quoit: 
the external edge is sharp : it is held in the middle and, 
being whiried along, cuts wherever it strikes^ 

The writing which^ at thy nativity^ 
All'knowing Nature wrought upon thy hrain* 

XVIII. p. 75. 
• Brahma is considered as the immediate creator of all 
things, and particularly as the disposer of each person's 
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fate, which he imicribes within the skull of every created 
bdngy and which the gods themselves cannot averts-— 

KiKDERSLETy p. 21. NiBCAMP. VoL 1. p. 10. § 7. 

It is by the sutures of the skull that these lines of des* 
tiny are formed. See also a note to Thalaba, (voL i. p. 
260, second edition,) upon a like superstition of the Ma* 
liommedans* 

Quand on leur reproche quelque vicCf ou qt^on la re» 
prend tfune mauvake action^ il$ repondent fraidementf 
que cela e$t icrit iur leur tUe^ et qu*il$ n*ont pu Jaire 
mitrement. Si vous paroissez itoniii de ce kmgage fum» 
veaUf et que vous demandiez i voir oU cela est ecrit, iU 
mnii montrent les diverses jointures du crdne de leur tite^ 
pritendant que let sutures mime sont les emracteres de 
cette icriture mysterieuse* Si voum les presses de deeh^ 
frer ces caracteres, et de vousfaire connoitre ce qt^ils sig* 
nifient, iU avouent quHls ne le sgavent pas, Maiepuisqu^ 
vpus ne s^veipas lire cette ecriture, disoi^e quelqurfois 
it ces gens entitis^ qui est^ce done qui vous la Ut 9 qui eiN 
ce qui vous en explique le sens^ et qui vous fait connoitre 
ce qt/elle contient 9 lyailleurs ces pretendus caraeteret 
etant les memes sur la tite de tous Us hommes, d^o& viemt 
qu*ils agissent si diffiremment^ et qu*ils sont si cantrairee 
les uns aux autres dans leurs vues, dans leurs desieins^ et 
dans leurs prqjets 9 
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Lei Bramet nCecoutoient de mng froid^ et ians iinquU' 
Ur ni des contradict iotu oU ils tomboientf ni det coaie- 
gucnces ridicuUi gu*iU etoient obliges d'avouer, EnJUf 
lorsqu*iU te tentoient vivement preues^ toute leur reh 
iource etoit de u retirer sans rien dire^-^P, Mauihjit. 
Lettres Edifiantes, t. x. p. 248. 

The Seven Earths.-^yJX. p. 83. 

The seas which surround these earths are^ 1. of salt 
water, inclosing our inmost earth ; 3. of fresh water; 
S. of tyre^ curdled milk ; 4. ofghee, clarified butter; 5L 
of cauloOf a liquor drawn from the puUum tree ; 6. of li> 
quid sugar; 7. of milk. The whole system id indosed 
in one broad circumference of pure gold, beyond which 
reigns impenetrable darkness. — Kindersley. 

I know not whether the following fable was invented 
to account for the saltness of our sea : 

** Agastya is recorded to have been very low in stature; 
and one day, previously to the rectifying the too oblique 
posture of the earth, walking with Veeshnu on the shore 
of the ocean, the insolent Deep asked the god, who that 
dwarf was strutting by his side? Veeshnu replied, it was 
the patriarch Agastya going to restore the earth to its 
true balance. The sea, in utter contempt of his pigmj 
form, dashed liim with his spray as he passed along; oa 
which the sage, greatly incensed at the designed affiront, 
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Kpo^ed up some of the water in the hollow of his hand, 
and drank it off: he again and again repeated the draught, 
nor desisted till he had drained the bed of the ocean of 
the entire volume of its waters. Alarmed at this effect 
of his holy indignation, and dreading an universal drought, 
the Devatas made intercession with Agastya to relent 
fitHn his anger, and again restore an element so neces- 
lary to the existence of nature, both animate and inani- 
mate. Agastya, pacified, granted their request, and dis- 
ciiaiged the imbibed fluid in a way becoming the histories 
of a gross physical people to relate, but by no means pro- 
per for this page ; a way, however, that evinced his so- 
vereign power, while it marked his inefi&ble contempt 
finr the vain fury of an element, contending with a being 
armed with the delegated power of the Creator of all 
things. After this miracle, the earth being, by the same 
power, restored to its just balance, Agastya and Veeshnu 
separated : when the latter, to prevent any similar acci- 
dent occurring, commanded the great serpent (that is, of 
&e sphere) to wind its enormous folds round the seven 
Dontinents, of which, according to Sanscreet geography, 
the earth consists, and appointed, as perpetual guardians, 
to watch over and protect it, the eight powerful genii, so 
renowned in the Hindoo system of mythology, as presi- 
ding over the eight points of the world/'— Maurice. 
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The Pauranics (said Ramachaodra to Sir Wflliui 
JcHies) will tell you that our earth is a pbne figure 8tiid« 
ded with eight mountainSy and surrouoded by seven sen 
of milk, nectar, and other fluids; that the part wfaicfa ve 
inhabit is one of seven islands, to which eleven smalkr 
isles are subordinate; thatagod,ri<fiiig4>naiMi9sd0* 
phanty guards each of the difjtA regions; and tiwt a 
mountain of gold rises and gleams in the deotae^^Jsiatk 
Researches. 

** Eight original mountains and «even seas, BaaBiiA« 
Indra, the Sun, and Rudba, these Are permamasi s not 
thou, not I, not this or that people. Whereibfe Ihei 
fihould anxiety be raised in omr minds f^-^ilsMtic JBck 



Mount C(a2t»ay.F— XiX. p. 84. 
The residence of Ixora is upon the sfl ver mount Ct^ 
to the south of the famous mountain MahamerUf bong t 
most delicious place, planted with all «oEt8 of trees, Ihit 
bear fruit all the year round. The roses and odier flowen 
send forth a most odoriferous scent; and the pood it 
the foot of the mount is indosed with [deasant watts ei 
trees, that affi>rd an agreeable shade, whilst die peaoocb 
and divers other birds ^tertain the ear with thev hny 
monious noise, as the beautiful women do the eyes. The 
drcumjacent woods are inhabited .by it oertain people 
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•ailed Munisy or Km«, who, avoiding the conyenatioa 
. of others, spend their time in offering daily sacrifices to 
their god. 

It is observable, that though these pagans are generally 
Uack themselveSf they do represent tliese Rixis to be of 
a fiur oomplezion, with long white beards^ and long gar- 
ments hanging cross-ways, from about the nedc down 
over the breast Th^ are in such high esteem among 
them, they bdieve that whom they bless are Messed^ and 
wh(Hn they curse are cursed* 

Within the mountain lives another generadon, called 
Jexmguinnera and Quendra, who are fi:ee fircon all trou« 
l>le» spend their days in continual ocmtempladcos, praisesy 
and prayers to God. Round about the mountain stand 
seven ladders, by which you ascend to a spacious plam, 
in the middle whereof is a bell of silver, and a square ta- 
ble, surrounded with nine predous stones, of divers co* 
icHirs. Upon this table lies a silver rose, called Tawiara 
Pua^ which contains two women as bright and fair as a 
pearl : one is called Brigasiri^ i. e. the Lady of the Mouth ; 
the other Tarauri, Le*the Lady of the Tongfie,— be> 
cause they praise God with the mouth and tongue. In 
the centre of this rose is the triangle of QuiveUnga^ 
wfaicb they say is the pennanent residence of God.^^ 

BAIiDJBUS. 
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O AlUemhradmg Mindf 
Thou who art every where /— XtX. p. 87< 

Perhaps it would have been better if I had written 
contaimng mind. 

** Even I was even at first, not any other thing; 
which exists, unperceived, supreme : afterwards I 
that which is ; and he who must remain, am 1* 

** Except the First Cause, whatever may appear, 
may not appear, in the mind, know that to be the mi 
Mdyd^ or deluiion, as light, as darkness. 

** As the great elements are in various beings, a 
ing, yet not entering, (that is, pervading, not destroy 
thus am I in them, yet not in them. 

^ Even thus far may inquiry be made by him who 8 
to know the principle of mind in union and separa 
which must be everywhere, always" — Asiatic Resear 
Sir W. JoNES,/ro»i the Bhagavat. 

I am the creation and the dissolution of the whole 
verse. There is not any thing greater than I, ai 
things hang on me, even as precious gems upon a st 
I am moisture in the water, light in the sun and n 
invocation in the Veds, sound in the firmament, hi 
nature in mankind, sweet-smelL'ng savour in the e 
glory in the source of light : In all things I am life ; 

8 
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I am zeal in the zealous : and know» O Arjoon ! that I 
am the eternal seed of all nature. I am the understand- 
ing of the wise, the gloiy of the proud, the strength of 
the strong, free from lust and anger; and in animals I 
am desire regulated by moral fitness^— Kbjceshna, in 
the Bhagavat'Geet(h f 

Heart cannot think, no^ tongue declare^ 
Nor eyea of angel bear 
That glory f unimaginabfy bright.'-^XlX, p. 88. 

Bdng now in the splendorous lustre of the divine bh'ss 
^md glory, I there saw in spirit the choir of the holy an- 
gels, the choir of the prophets and apostles, who, with 
heavenly tongues arid muuc, sing and play around the 
throne of God ; yet not in just such corporeal forms or 
abfipes as are those we now bear and walk about in ; no, 
but in shapes all spiritual; the holy angels in the shape 
of a multitude of flames of fire, the souls of beh'evers in 
the shape of a multitude of glittering or luminous sparkles ; 
God's throne in the sha^ or under the appearance of a 
great splendour.— Hans Engelbrecbt. 

Something analcigous to this unendurable presence of 
Se^Va is found amid the nonsense o£ Joanna Southoott 
ApoUyon is there made to'say of the Lord, *< thou know- 
•Bt it is written, he is a consuming fire^ and who can 

VOL* IX* I 
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dwdl in everiasting bumings? who oould abide in d^ 
vouriiig flames ? Our bedu are not braaB, nor our sinews 
iron, to dwell with God in heaven."— 2>ii|wf6 hetmeen 
the Woman and the Fcmert ofDarkne$u 

The Sun himulfhad weened 
A tpeck ofdarkneu ^Atre.— XIX. p. 88. 
^ There the sun shines not, nor the moon and stan: 
these lightnings flash not in that place: how should even 
fire bhue there i God irradiates all this bright substance^ 
and by its effulgence the universe is enligjitened."— Froiii 
the Tqjurveda. Anat. Beu 

Hsdc aity et sese radiorum nocte suorum 
Claudit inaccessum.^— — Cabrara. 

Whose cradles from some tree 
Unnatural hands suspended.-^XXJ. p. lOO, 
I heard a voice crying out under my window ; I look* 
cd outy and saw a poor young girl lamenting the unhaj^ 
case of her sister. On asking what was the matter, the 
reply was, Boot Laggeeosa, a demon has seized her. These 
unhappy people say Boot Laggeeosa^ if a child newly boni 
will not suck; and they expose it to death in a besketf 
hung on the branch of a tree. One day, as Mr Thoow 

8 . 
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and I were riding out^ we saw a basket fating in a tree, in 
which an infant had been exposed, the skull of which re- 
mained, the rest having been devoured by ants.— 'PenWi- 
cal Accounts of the Baptist Missumaries. 

That strange Indian Bird,^^'XXI. p. 101, 
The Chatookee. They say it never drinks at the 
streams below, but, opening its biU when it rains, it 
catches the drops as they fall from the clouds.— PeruM/i- 
cal Accounts of the Baptist Missionaries^ vol. ii. p. 309. 

And Branu/s region, where the heavenly Hours 
Weave the vast circle of his agelong day, 

xxm.p.is8. 

They who are acquainted with day and night know 
that the day of Brahma is as a thousand revolutions of 
the ToogSf and that his night extendeth for a thousand 
more. On the coming of that day all things proceed from 
invisibility to visibih'ty ; so, on the apt>roach of nighty 
they are all dissolved away in that which is called invisi- 
ble. The umverse, even, having existed, is again dissol* 
ired ; and now again, on the approach of day, by divine 
necessity, it is reproduced. That which, upon the dis- 
•olotion of all things else, is not destroyed, is superior 
and of another nature from that visibility : it is invisible 
and eternal fie who is thus called invisible and incor- 
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niptible is even he who is called the Sapreme Abode; 
which men having once obtained, they never more re- 
turn to earth : that is my mansion. — ^Kreeshna, tn the 
Bkagavat^Gecta. 

The guess, that Brama and his wife Saraswadi may be 
Abraham and Sarah, has more letters in its favour than 
are usually to be found in such guesses^— Niecamp, p. I 
c. 10. ^ 2. 

The true cause why there is no idol of Brama (except 
the head which is his share in the Trimourter^) is ptclbtf 
bly to be found in the conquest of his sect. A different 
reason^ however, is implied in the Veedat ** Of Him, it 
says, whose glory is so great there is no image ^-*He is 
the incomprehensible Being which illumines all, delights 
all, whence all proceeded ; — ^that by which they live when 
bom, and that to which all must return.— Moor's Hindu 
Pantheon^ p. 4. 

Yamen.'^XKn. p. 108. 
Tama yfViB a child of the Sun, and thence named Vai* 
Toswata : another of his titles was Dhermarajti^ or King 
of Justice ; and a third Pitripeti^ or Lord of the Pft* 
triarchs : but he is chiefly distinguished as Judge of de- 
parted souls ; for the Hindus believe, that, when a soul 
leaves its body, it immediately repairs to Yamapury or 
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the city of Ttma, where it receives a just sentence ftam 
him, and thence either ascends to SwergOf or the first 
Heaven ; or is driven down to Naracy the region of ser- 
pents ; or assumes on earth the form of some animal, un- 
less its offence had been such, that it ought to be con- 
demned to a vegetable^ or even to a mineral prison^— Sir 
W. Jones. 

There is a story concerning Yamen which will remind 
the reader, in its purport, of the fable of Love and Death. 
<* A famous pem'tent, Morrugandumagarexi by name, 
had, during a long series of years, served the gods with 
uncommon and most exemplary piety. This very virtue 
ous man having no children, was extremely desirous of 
having one, and therefore daily besought the god Xiven 
(or Seeva) to grant him one. At length the god heard 
his desire, but, before he indulged it him, he asked him, 
whether he would have several children, who should be 
long-lived and wicked, or one virtuous and prudent, who 
should die in his sixteenth year ? The penitent chose 
the latter : his wife conceived, and was happily delivered 
of the promised son^ whom they named Marcandem. 
The boy, like his father, zealously devoted himself to the 
worship of Xiven ; but as soon as he had attained his 
sixteenth year, the officers of Yhamen, god of death, 
wefe sent on the earth, to remove him from theqc^; 
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^ Yomig Maramdem beiiig infiimied on what errand 
they were oomey told them, with a vesohite air, that he 
was resdred not to die» and that they might go back, if 
they pleased. They returned to their master, and told 
him the whde afflur. Yhamen immediately mounted his 
great baffle, and set out. Being come, he told the youth 
that he acted very rashly in refusing to leave the worid, 
and it was mjust in him, for Xiven had promised him a 
life only of sixteen years, and the term was eaqiired. But 
this reason did not satisfy Marcandem, who persisted in 
his resolution not to die; and, fearing lest the god of 
death should attempt to take him avray by iSiroe^ he ran 
to his oratory, and taking the Lingam, dasped it to his 
breast Mean time Yhamen came down firom his buffle, 
threw a rope about the youth's neck, and held him fast 
therewith, as also the Lingam, which Marcandem gra^M 
with all his strength, and was going to drag them both 
into hell, when Xiven issued out of the Lingam, drove 
back the king of the dead, and gave him so furious a bbw, 
that he killed him on the spot. 

** The god of death being thus slahi, mankind multi* 
plied so that the earth was no longer able to contain 
them. The gods represented this to Xiven, and he, at 
their entreaty, restored Yhamen to life, and to all the 
power he had before enjoyed. Yhamen immediately dis- 
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patched a herald to all parts of the world, to mimmoii 
all the old men. The herald got drunk before he set out, 
and, without staying till the fumes of the wine were dis* 
pelledy mounted an elephant^ and rode up and down the 
world, pursuant to his commission ; and, instead of puib- 
lishing this order, he declared, that it was the will and 
pleasure of Yhamen, that, from this day forward, all the 
leaves, fruits, and flowers, whether ripe or green, should 
fidl to the ground. This proclamation was no sooner 
issued than men bc^n to yield to death t But before 
Yhamen was killed, only the old were deprived of life, 
and now people of all ages are summoned indiiBcriminate- 

ly."— PiCART. 

Two farms ifueparable in uniiy^ 

Hath Fojneii.— XXIIL p. 130. 
The Dfutrmo'Rqjat or king of justice, has two counte- 
nances ; one is mild and full of benevolence ; those alone 
who abound with virtue see it. He holds a court of jus- 
tice, where are many assistants, among whom are many 
just and pious kings : CMtragupta acts as chief secretary. 
These holy men determine what is dharma and adkarma^ 
just and unjust. His {DkarmorRajaU) servant is called 
Carmala : he brings the righteous on celestial cars, which 
go of themselves, whenever holy men are to be brought 



200 KOTXS. 

in, according to the directioiis of the Dharma-Rajth ^^ 
is the sovereign of the Piiris. This is called his divine 
coim^etiafi€0y and the righteous ahne do see ic His other 
countenance^ or forwij is called Yama ; this the widwd 
alone can see : It has large teeth and a monstrous body. 
Tama h the lord ofPalala ; there he orders scmie to be 
beaten, some to be cut to pieces, some to be devoured by 
monsters, &c. His Bema^ is called Cashmala^ who, with 
ropes round their nedu, dn^ the wicked over rugged 
paths, and throws them headlong into hell. He is un- 
merciful, and hard is his heart : every body trembles at 
the sight of him.— 'WiLFORD. Adatic Researches^ 

Black qfaspectf red of eye. — ^XXni. p. isi. 
Punishment is tlie Magistrate ; Punishment is the In- 
spirer of Terror ; Punishment is the Defender from Ca- 
lamity ; Punishment is the Guardian of those that sle^; 
Punishment, with a black aspect and a red eye^ tempts 
the guilty.— Halhed's Gentoo Code, ch. xxi. sect 8. 

Azyoruca. — ^XXIII. p. 132. 

In Patala (or the infernal regions) resides the sovereiga 

Queen of the Nagas, (large snakes, or dragons :) she is 

beautiful, and her name is Asyoruca. There, in a cav^ 

she performed Taparya with such rigorous austerity, that 
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fire sprang from her body, and formed nmnerous agni« 
tiratbs (places of sacred fire) in Patala. These fires, for- 
cing their way through the earth, waters, and mountains, 
filmed various openings or mouths, called from thence 
the flaming mouths, or juala muihi. By Samudr, (Ocea- 
nus,) a daughter was bom unto her, called Rama-Devi. 
She is most beautiful ; she is Lacshmi ; and her name is 
Asyotcarsha, or Asyotcrishta. Like a jewel she remains 
oonoealed in the ocean.-*n>WiLFQai). Asiat, Resn 

He came in all his might and majesty, '^XSiTV. p. 135* 
What is this to the coming of Seeva, as given us by 
Mr Maurice, from the Seeva Piiurana? 

** In the place of the right wheel blazed the Sun, in the 
place of the left was the Moon ; instead of the brazen 
nails and bolts, which firmly held the ponderous wheels, 
were distributed Bramins on the right hand, and Rey* 
shees on the left ; in lieu of the cancqpiy on the top of 
the chariot was overspread the vault of Heaven ; the 
counterpoise of the wheels was on the east and west, and 
the four Semordres were instead of the cushions and 
bolsters ; the four Vedas were placed as the horses of 
the chariot, and Saraswaty was for the bell ; the piece 
of wood by which the horses are driven was the three- 
lettered Mantra, while Brama himself was the charioteev. 
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difltribotBd about it 
in the pboeof a 
M tbe atring, 
ff and tin was cmwlituted fts 
poioL Gaagca and odMrrifCfB wane afipoinled ha pie* 
cunora; and dKeettnigoiit of the chariot, withitaap- 
pcodagca and Ibnuture^ one frookl affirm to be the year 
of twdte montha graoeliiUjr nMMFing Ibrwardfl. 

"When Seeta, with hia moaeroiia troops and pfodU 
giooa army, waa nioimted, Brama drove ao Ibrioaaly, that 
thought itadf, which, in ita rapid career, cmnpaao c Ji Hea- 
^cn and Earth, ooold not keep pace with it. By the 
motion of the chariot Heaven and Earth were put into a 
tremor ; and, aa the Earth waa not able to bear up under 
thia burtbeo, the Cow of die Earth, KanMleva, took up- 
on itaelf to aupport the we^t. Seeva went with inten- 
tioD to destroy Treepoor ; and the multitude of Devatas 
and Reysheea and Apaaraa who waited on hia stirrup, 
opening their mouths, in transports of joy and praise, 
exdaimed, Jaya ! Jaya ! so that Pftrvati, not being able 
to bear his absence, set out to accompany Seeva, and, 
in an instant, was up with him ; while the L'^t which 
brightened on his countenance, on the arrival of Parvati, 
surpassed all imagination and description. The Genii of 
the eight regions^ armed with all kinds of weapons, but 
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particularly with agnyoitra^ or fire-dartSy like moving 
mountains, advanced in front of the army ; and Eendra 
and other Devatas^ some of them mounted on elephants, 
some on horses, others on chariots, or on camels or bnl^ 
feloes, were stationed on each side^ while all the other oi^ 
der of Devatas, to the amount of some lacs, formed the 
centre. The Munietuvaras, with long hair on their head% 
like Saniassis, holding their staves in their hands, danced 
as they went along ; the Syddhyas, who revolve about 
the heavens* opening their mouths in praise of Seevay 
rained flowers upon his head ; and the vaulted heaven, 
which is like an inverted goblet, being appointed in the 
place of a drum^ exalted his digm'ty by its majestic re- 
sounding." 

Throughout the Hindoo fidries there is the constant 
mistake of bulk for sublimity. 

By the attribute cf Deity 
s elf'multipUed 
The dreadful One appeared on eifry m(2i;.-«-XXIV. pb 135. 
This more than polypus power was once exerted by 
Krishna, on a curious occasion. 

It happened in Dwarka^ a spendid city built by Fiivo- 
karma^ by conunand of Krishna, on the seapshore, in the 
province of Gazerat, that his musical associate, Nareda, 
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haA DO wife or Bobetitiite ; and he hinted to his ^end 
the decency of qparing him one firom \m long calalogiie 
ofbdies. JD-uAna generously told him to win and wear 
any one he dioae, not immediatdy in requisition for 
himadf. JNareda aocordio^ went wooing to one house^ 
but fiNmd hit maaler there; to a second — he was i^na 
forestalled ; a thirds the same ; to a fourth, fiftii, the 
mne: in fine» after the round of sixteen *NwiwfH"4 of 
these domicfliary Tisit8» he was still fecoedtos^and 
keep single; for Kri$hna was in every house^ variously 
croployedy and so domesticated, that each lady congrata- 
lated herself on her exclusive and uninterrupted posses- 
sion of the ardent deity^— Moor's Hindu PantkeoOi 
p. 204. 

Eight of the diief gods have each their sacii, oreaer- 
gy, proceeding from them, differing from them in ges, 
but in every other respect exactly like them, with the 
same form, the same decorations, the same weapons, 
and the same vehicle^ — Atiat, Res, 8vo, edit, vol viiL 
p. 68. 82. 

The manner in which this divine power is displayed 
by Kehama, in his combat with Yamen, will remind 
some readers of the Irishman, who brought in four pri- 
soners, and being asked how he had taken them, replied, 
he had surrounded them. 
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The Amreeta, 
or 
Drink aflmmortaUty^^XXN. p. 141. 

Mr Wilkins has given the genuine history of this li- 
quor, which was produced by churning the sea with a 
mountain. 

^ There is a &ir and stately mountain, and its name ii 
Meroo^ a most exalted mass of g^ory, reflecting the sun- 
ny rays from the splendid surface of its gilded horns. It 
is clothed in gold, and is the reelected haunt of Dem$ 
and Gandharvas, It is inconceivable, and not to be en- 
compassed by sinful man ; and it is guarded by dreadful 
serpents. Many celestial medicinal plants adorn its 
sides ; and it stands, piercing the heaven with its aspi- 
ring summit, a mighty hill, inaccessible even by the 
human mind. It is adorned with trees and pleasant 
streams, and resoundeth with the ddjghtiul songs of va- 
rious birds. 

** The SoorSf and all the glorious hosts of heaven, ha- 
ving ascended to the summit of this lofty mountain, 
sparkling with precious gems, and for eternal ages raised, 
were sitting in solemn synod, meditating the discovery of 
the Amreeta^ the Water of Immortality. The Dew No* 
rayan being also there, spoke unto Brahma^ whilst tbs 
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Stan were tbos co—kiiig together, and said, ' Let the 
Oce■l^ ai a poc of milk, be cbarned by the onited labour 
of the Soon and Aooort ; and when the au^ty waten 
have been itimd op^ the .^taireeta shall be found. Let 
ooBect lu B rthcff cfeiy medicinal herii, and eterjr 
thai^ and let them stir the Ooean, and th^ 
shall discover the ifarceto.' 

** There is also another mi^ity mountain* whose name 
is MmdoTf and its rocky summits are like towenng 
douds. It is dothed in a net of the entangled tendrils of 
the twining creeper, and resoundeth with the hannony 
of various birds. Innumerable savage beasts infest itt 
borders; and it is die respected haunt of Kenmrs, 
Dews^ and Aptaru It standeth eleven thousand Tojm 
above the earth, and eleven thousand more below its 
surface. 

*^ As the united bends of Dews were unable to re* 
move this mountain, they went before FeeshnoOy who 
VTBS sitting with Brahma^ and addressed them in these 
words : ' Exert, O masters ! your roost superior wisdom 
to remove the mountain Mandar, and employ your ut- 
most power for our good.' 

^' Vetshnoo and Brahma having said, * it shall be ao 
cording to your wish,' he with the lotus eye directed the 
King of Serpents to appear; and Ananta arose, and was 
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instmcted in that work by Brahma^ and commanded by 
Narayan to perform it. Then Ananta^ by his power^ 
took up that king of mountains, together with all its fo- 
rests and every inhabitant thereof; and the Sootb aooom- 
panied him into the presence of the Ocean, whom they 
addressed, saying, * We will stir up thy waters to obtain 
the AmreetaJ And the Lord of the Waters rej^ied, 
* Let me also have a share, seeing I am to bear the vio« 
lent agitation that will be caused by the whirling of the 
mountain!' Then the Soon and Aioors spoke unto 
KoormoTaji the King of the Tortoises, upon the Strand 
of the Ocean, and said, ' My lord is able to be the sup* 
porter of this mountain/ The Tortmse replied, ' Be it 
80 ;' and it was placed upon his back. 

^ So the mountain being set upon the back of the 
Tortoise, Eendra began to whirl it about as it were a 
machine. The mountain Mandar tented as a chum, and 
the serpent Vasoakee for the rope ; and thus in former 
days did the Dews, and Atoars, and the Danoot, begin to 
stir up the waters of the ocean for the discovery of the 
Amreeta* 

*< The mighty Aitoors were employed on the side of the 
serpent's head, whilst all the Soars assembled about his 
tail Anantoj that sovereign Dew, stood near Narayan, 

** They now pull forth the serpent's head repeatedlyi 
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and as often let it go; whOst there issued from his 
mouth, thus violently drawing to and frt> bj the Soon, 
and Aaoorif a continual stream of fire and smoke and. 
wind, which ascending in thick clouds,- r^lete with 
lightning, it began to rain down upon the heavenly 
bands, who were already fatigued with their labouc; 
whilst a shower of flowers was shaken from the top of 
the mountain, covering the heads of all, both Soors and 
Aioon. In the mean time the roaring of the ocean, 
whilst violently agitated with the whirling of the moon- 
tain Mandar by the Soor$ and Amoots^ was like the bel- 
lowing of a mighty cloud. Thousands of the varioos 
productions of the waters were torn to pieces by the 
mountain, and confounded with the briny flood ; and 
every specific being of the deep, and all the inhabitants 
of the great abyss which is below the earth, were annii 
hilated ; whilst, from the violent agitation of the moun<^ 
tain, the forest trees were dashed against each other, and 
precipitated from its utmost height, with all the birds 
theroon ; from whose violent coofrieation. a raging fire 
was produced, involving the whole mountain with smoke 
and flame, as with a dark blue cloud, and the lightning's 
vivid flash. The lion and the retreating elephant are 
overtaken by the devouring flames, and every vital being, 
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and every specific thing, are consumed in the general 
confiagration. 

** The raging flames, thus spreading destruction on all 
sides, were at length quenched by a shower of cloud* 
borne water, poured down by the immortal Eendra. 
And now a heterogeneous stream of the dbncocted juicei 
of various trees and plants ran down into the briny flood. 

^ It was from this milk-like stream of juices, produced 
from those trees and plants and a mixture of melted gold^ 
that the Soors, obtained their immortality. 

** The waters of the Ocean now being assimilated with 
those juices, were converted into milk, and from that 
milk a kind pf butter was presently produced ; when the 
heavenly bands went again^into the presence of BraAmaf 
the granter of boons, and addressed him, saying, * Ex- 
cept Narayan^ every other Soor and Asoor is fatigued 
with his labour, and still the Amreeta doth not appear; 
wherefore the churning of the Ocean is at a stand.' 
Then Brahma said unto Narayan^ * Endue them with 
recruited strength, for thou art their support' And JVa« 
rayan answered and said, < I wiU give fresh vigour to 
such as cooperate in the work. Let Mandar be whirls 
ed abouty and the bed of the ocean be kept steady.' 

*f When they heard the words of Karayan, they all ren; 
turned again to the work, and began to stir about with 
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great force that butter of the ocean, when there presenti 
]y arose from out the troubled deep, first the Moon, with 
a pleasing countenance^ shining with ten thousand beams 
of gentle light; next followed Sree^ the goddess of £»>■ 
tune, whose seat is the white lilj of the waters ; then 
SoorwDevee^ the goddess <j^ wine, and the white horse 
calN^I Oochuruva, And after these there was produced 
firom the unctuous mass the jewel Kowstoobhf that glori- 
ous sparkling gem worn by Narayan on his breast; also 
Pareejatf the tree of plenty, and Soorabhee, the cow that 
granted every heart's desire. 

* The moon, Soora^Devee, the goddess of Srecy and 
the Horse, as swift as thought, instantly marched away 
towards the Dews^ keeping in the path of the Sun. 

** Then the Dew Dhanwantaree, in human shape, 
came forth, holding in his hand a white vessel filled with 
the immortal juice Amreeta. When the Asoors beheld 
these wondrous things appear, they raised their tumultu- 
ous voices for the Amreeta^ and each of them clamorous- 
ly exclaimed, * This of right is mine.' 

** In the mean time Travat, a mighty elephant, arose, 
now kept by the god of thunder ; and as they continued 
to churn the ocean more than enough, that deadly poi- 
son issued from its bed, burning like a raging fire, 
whose dreadful fumes in a moment spread throughout 
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the world, confoundiiig the three r^ons of the universe 
with the mortal stench, until Seev^ at the word of Brah* 
moy swallowed the fatal drug, to save mankind ; which, 
remaining in the throat of that sovereign Dew of magic 
form, from that time he hath been called Neel^Kant, be- 
cause his throat was stained blue. 

^ When the Atoors beheld this miraculous deed, thej 
became desperate, and the Amreeta and the goddess Sree ' 
became the source of endless hatred. 

** Then Narayan assumed the character and person of 
Moheenee Maya^ the power of enchantment, in a female 
form of wonderful beauty, and stood before the AMoort^ 
whose minds being fascinated by her presence, and de- 
prived of reason, they seized the Amreeta, and gave it 
unto her. 

<* The Asoors now clothe themselves in costly armour, 
and, seizing their various weapons, rush on together to 
attack the Soars. In the mean time Narayan, in the fe« 
male form, having obtained the Amreeta from the hands 
of their leader, the hosts of Soor$y during the tumult and 
confusion of the Asoors, drank of the living water. 

"* And it so fell out, that whilst the Soors were quench- 
ing their thirst for immortaUty, Rahoo, an Asoor, assu« 
med the form of a Soor, and b^an to drink also : And 
the water had but reached his throat9 when the Sun and 
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Moon, in fKendship to the Soors^ difleovered tl 
ami instantly Nara^an cut off hb head as he ^ 
ing, with hifl splendid weapon Chakra. And \ 
tie head of the Atoor^ emblem of a mountain' 
being thus separated from his body by the Chak 
bounded into the heavens with a dreadful cry^ 
ponderous trunk fell, cleaving the ground aso 
shaking the whole earth unto its foundation, v 
islands, rocks, and forests : And from that timi 
of Rahoo resolved an eternal enmity, and o 
even unto this day, at times to seize upon tin 
Moon. 

** Now Narayan, having quitted the female 
had assumed, began to disturb the Asoar$ wi 
celestial weapons ; and from that instant a drc 
tie was commenced, on the ocean's briny stranc 
the Atoors and the Soors* Innumerable sharp 
sile weapons were hurled, and thousands oi 
darts and battle-axes fell on all sides. The At 
blood from the wounds of the Chakra, and fal 
ground pierced by the sword, the spear, ai 
club. Heads, glittering with polished gold, < 
the Pattees' blade, drop incessantly; and ms 
dies, wallowing in their gore, lay like fra^ 
Blighty rocks, sparkling with gems and prec 
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Millions of sigbs and groans arise on every side ; and 
the sun is overcast with blood, as they clash their arms, 
and wound each other with dieir dreadful instruments of 
destruction. 

^ Now the battle is fought with the ironHst)iked dub, 
and, as they close, with denched fist ; and the din of 
war ascendeth to the heavens. They cry * Pursue ! 
strike ! fell to ^e ground !' so that a horrid and tumul- 
tuous noise is heard on all sides. 

** In the midst of this dreadful hurry and confusion of 
the fight, Nar and Narayan entered the field together. 
Narayan, beholding a celestial bow in the hand of Nar^ 
it reminded liim of his Chakra^ the destroyer a£ the 
Atoors. The faithful weapon^ by name Soodartant.readf 
at the mind's call, flew down from heaven with direct 
and refulgent speed, beautiful, yet terrible to behold : 
And being arrived^ glowing like the sacrificial flame, and 
spreading terror around, Narayan, with his right arm 
formed like the elephantine trunk, hurled forth the pon- 
derous orb, the speedy messenger and glorious ruin of 
hostile towns ; who, ragit>g like the final all-destroying 
fire, shot bounding with desolating force, killing thoup 
sands o£ the Asooru in his rapid flight, burning and invoU 
ying, like the lambent flame, and cutting down all that 
would oppose him* Anon be dimbeth the beavensy and 
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DOW again darteth into the field like a Peetack^ to font 
in blood. 

** Now the dauntless Abootb strive^ with repeated 
strength, to crush the Soars with rocks and moaotaiosi 
which, hurled in vast numbers into the heavens^ qipeuv 
cd like scattered clouds, and Mi, with all the trees 
thereon, in millions of fear-exdting torrents, striking 
mlently against each other with a mighty noise; and in 
their fidl the earth, with all its fields and forests, is dri- 
ven finom its foundation : they thunder furiously at each 
other as they roll along the field, and spend their strength 
in mutual conflict. 

** Now Nar, seeing the Soars overwhelmed with fear, 
filled up the path to Heaven with showers of golden- 
headed arrows, and split the mountain summits with ha 
unerring shafts ; and the Asoors finding themselves again 
sore pressed by the Soars, precipitately flee ; some rush 
headlong into the briny waters of the ocean, and others 
hide themselves within the bowels of the earth. 
' ** The rage of the glorious Chakra, Soodarsan, which 
for a while burnt like the oil-fed fire, now grew cool, and 
he retired into the heavens from whence he came. And 
the Soors having obtained the victory, the mountain 
Mandar was carried back to its former station with 
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great respect, whilst the waters also retired, filling the 
firmament and the heavens with their dreadful roarings. 
'* The Soors guarded the Amreeta with great care, and 
rejoiced exceedingly because of their success. And Eeu' 
dra, with all his immortal bands, gave tlie water of life 
unto Narayarif to keep it for their use."— — Maha- 

BHARAT. 

Amrita, or Immortal, is, according to Sir William 
Jones, the name which the mjrthologists of Tibet apply 
to a celestial tree, bearing ambrosial fruit, and adjoining 
to four vast rocks, fi^m which as many sacred rivers de- 
rive their several streams* 
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